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A very warm welcome to the 2017 
Earth First! Summer Gathering from 
your organising collective!

We wish you a wonderful gathering 
with many meaningful encounters, 
interesting workshops and good 
discussions and hope you walk 
away from this gathering in a few 
days feeling inspired and fired 
up, supported by a wonderful 
community of people and ready to 
organise and take direct action in 
defence of the earth. As you will 
notice when you browse through 
the programme, this year, we are 
happy to have a new and exciting 
Animal Liberation stream in addition 
to all of many new and familiar 
EF! workshops on practical skills, 
campaigning, strategy, well-being and 
much more.

If this is your first EF! camp, and 
you’re not quite sure where to pitch 
your tent, what to do or where to go, 
please ask the Welcome Tent crew for 
a wee site tour.

Come along to the daily Introduction 
to Earth First! and the Gathering 
sessions each morning, to help get 
your bearings and ask questions, 
whether you’re new to EF!, or haven’t 
been in a while.

During the Gathering, this year’s 
EF!SG organising collective will 
be continuing to ‘otter away’ to 

create this incredible temporary 
community…and come the end, in 
true anarchistic fashion, we’ll dissolve 
ourselves in a dribbling/shimmering 
mess, to water and nourish next 
year’s organising collectives!

Well, truth be told, we’ll be there to 
support the 2017 collectives, and with 
any luck, some of us refreshed and 
renewed, may become part of the all 
new singing dancing 2018 EF!SG or 
Winter Moot organising collectives.

We welcome people to get actively 
involved in running the gathering 
through the different working groups 
(come to the morning meetings to 
get hooked in), or lending a hand 
and learning the ropes with the 
overall coordination (see timetable 
for How to run a Gathering). The first 
organising meeting for 2018 will take 
place on November 11/12 – save the 
date, but please also get in touch if 
you can’t make those dates!

Welcome
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About Earth First! and the Gathering
The aim of the Earth First! Summer 
Gathering is to provide a space for 
people and groups from across the 
country and beyond to meet up, share 
practical skills, learn from and inspire 
each other, discuss ideas to make our 
actions and campaigns as strategic 
and effective as possible and build 
the world we want to live in. We also 
hope that there’ll be a fair amount of 
plotting and planning, as well as fun 
and relaxation, so over to you…

It’s also a chance to act out a little 
of our vision: organising non-
hierarchically, supporting each 
other, celebrating diversity within 
community, living sustainably 
and a DIY culture that supports 
both individual responsibility and 
collective action, that builds trust, 
mutual aid, respect and community, 
whilst enabling healthy debate and 
challenging discussion.

The gathering consists of five days 
of workshops, networking and 
planning actions, run without leaders 
by everyone who comes along, so 
come prepared to chip in! It happens 
generally during the school holidays, 
and often takes place in August.

The last few years have seen a huge 
increase in interest in Earth First! 
with many new people, groups and 
workshops. This exciting resurgence 
of Earth First! In Britain is being 
driven by the growing threats from 

fracking, nuclear, bioenergy, GM, 
roadbuilding, incineration and more, 
which are focusing many people’s 
attention on the growing need to 
halt the destruction of our battered 
ecosystems and start repairing the 
damage that has already been done.

The Gathering Site
This year’s gathering is on a 
beautiful piece of land next run by 
the family who are hosting us. There 
is no livestock or agricultural use. 
However, a small foot path runs 
along two sides of the land and we 
ask people to be mindful of that.

The Ethos of the Gathering
Everyone is crew
For most stuff that needs to be done, 
there will already be coordinators; 
they’ll be introduced at morning 
meetings. To ensure things run 
smoothly, work teams need to form 
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for different tasks such as toilets, 
kitchen etc. Join a team and volunteer 
for one off tasks – it’s how everything 
gets done. See something that needs 
doing? Do it if you can – there are 
tools kept on site and people who’ll 
show you how to use them. This 
should all become clear at the first 
morning meeting you attend.

Morning Meetings
Each day of the gathering will start 
with a 9am morning meeting. These 
are short (no more than 30mins), but 
important as it’s here that timetabling 
changes are announced, site 
coordinators introduce themselves 
and people volunteer themselves for 
the jobs that keep the site running 
smoothly. Attendance is very much 
encouraged!

Vegan site
This year the gathering site is a vegan 
site and everyone is asked to observe 
a vegan diet for the duration of the 
gathering. Veganism is the common 
denominator that links all our diets… 
we all eat vegetables, only some of 
us choose to eat animal products. For 
many vegans it is offensive to observe 
and smell the cooking and/or 
consumption of our fellow earthlings, 
so please don’t, be respectful and act 
in solidarity with others.

Access and Needs
The organising collective has tried to 
make the site as accessible as possible 
to the widest range of people. Please 
tell the people you are with/someone 
at the welcome desk/the workshop 
facilitator/the organising collective 
if something needs to change for 

you – like needing a chair or hearing 
difficulties and please look out for 
others (it’s not easy to keep raising 
an issue yourself). If anyone is 
experiencing any difficulties with 
the site please contact the solidarity 
group.

Mobile Phones/Mobile Internet 
Devices
This is an issue of both courtesy and 
security. If you’ve brought a phone 
and/or a tablet to the gathering, 
please keep it in your tent and 
switched off. If for emergency reasons 
you have to bring a phone or similar 
to a workshop or any space where 
there are other people (under cover or 
outside), ensure it’s clearly visible at 
all times and let people know. Please 
note: this does not mean that spaces 
are secure! Be aware of that when 
planning and plotting and be careful 
about what you say.

Cameras
The Gathering site is a no-photo zone. 
The success of the gathering relies 
on it being as safe a space as we can 
make it and not taking photos is a 
crucial part of that effort. We have 
had experience of journalists taking 
photos for their exclusive in the past; 
this policy makes them easier to spot! 
Please stop anyone taking photos and 
ensure they delete them.

Journalism
Journalists in the role of journalists 
are not permitted at the gathering; 
as individuals who care and want 
to learn and contribute, you are 
of course welcome. We are not 
seeking media coverage through this 
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gathering and it’s important that the 
space, though public, is conducive to 
planning and plotting. If you notice 
someone on site taking photos or 
gathering news, let the Safety PIN 
team know right away.

Police
Police are not allowed or welcome 
on site. However, under our bar 
license agreement they can do one 
check of the bar with prior notice. 
They will be escorted to the bar and 
back by the licensee. We will let the 
morning meeting know that this is 
due to happen that day. Otherwise, 
they may be visible outside the site 
or even attempt to enter the site. If in 
any other cases, you do see police on 
site, let others know immediately and 
ask them to leave. It’s always useful 
to know your rights – please grab & 
read a stop and search guide from the 
welcome tent.

Security
Be careful what you say! The EF! 
Gathering is no different from any 
other public space in that what you 
say might be overheard by someone 
who isn’t on ‘our side’. This isn’t a 
big deal and it shouldn’t negatively 
impact on any part of the gathering, 
including storytelling and organising. 
Just be cautious not to incriminate 
yourself or others, regardless of the 
company you are in. Think about 
appropriate levels of security for 
the kinds of campaigning and direct 
action you are talking about.

Data Collection
Data collection has been used to map 
our networks and identify dynamics 
and patterns within our movements 
that allow the state to more effectively 
counter our actions and rupture our 
solidarities. Please do not to engage 
in data collection on site.
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Anti oppression statement
• We have a sense that ‘safer space’ policies create a false sense of security, 

that people tacitly agree to these ‘policies’ whilst not actually undertaking 
to do the work/engage in the struggle to make meaningful changes to 
social relations. We make this anti-oppression statement as a callout for all 
of us to consider and transform our behaviours both on the frontlines of 
our struggles and ‘behind the barricades’. Capitalism is not a safe space 
and so we need to develop and nuture meaningful solidarity between 
ourselves and others wherever we are.

• As eco-anarchists we understand that both our social relations inform the 
way that we relate to our environment and that the way we relate to the 
environment informs our social relations. Either way we understand that 
it is vital to transform social relations so that we no longer behave in ways 
that are oppressive to ourselves, other species and to the planet.

• We invite every participant in the EF! Gathering to critically engage in 
this process of transforming social relations, and to see this as an ongoing 
struggle of total liberation of ourselves, of others and the planet, and that, 
rather than leaving it as a moment in a field, it is something that we take 
back and develop in our communities and personal lives.

• As eco-anarchists we find that a useful lens for viewing our current social 
relations is that of oppressive behaviour, and that in order to understand 
the complex blend of social, economic, cultural dynamics and behaviours 
we all need to take personal responsibility to ‘unlearn our shit’ and educate 
ourselves as to how we can overturn these behaviours in order to create the 
better world that we all know is possible.

• We find it useful to simply list these behaviours and dynamics as 
we identify them, so that we can individually and as a community 
take responsibility for confronting them: racism, sexism, colonialism, 
speciesism, transphobia, homophobia, biphobia, femme phobia, ageism, 
ableism, classism, xenophobia, patriarchy, hierarchy, priviledge – based in 
race, gender, class, economics, education or culture – normative behaviour, 
violent and abusive behaviour, and/or any bias that acts as an obstruction 
to anyone being treated equally by anyone else.

• It is also important to note that these behaviours and dynamics do not exist 
in isolation but intersect in complex and unexpected ways, and that we 
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can often be unaware that we are behaving in ways that are oppressive or 
unconsidered.

• You will be expected to take responsibility for all your isms and phobias at 
the gathering – unlearning our shit is something we’re all going through 
as we struggle to free ourselves from the conditioning that late-capitalist 
society imposes on us. We see this as a collective process, and feel that we 
should try and do this as gently and empathically as possible.

• ‘Calling out’, ‘calling in’ and ‘advocacy’ are tools that we can use to 
collectively move towards transforming social relations but we would 
suggest that this should be done in a spirit of solidarity and comradeship 
rather than ‘policing’ each other which is alienating, oppressive and 
usually counter-productive. Everybody makes mistakes, we are all in a 
collective learning process where the ground is shifting all the time, so 
please be gentle with each other. Remember, solidarity is the weapon of the 
people!

• The collective is not an authority at the gathering, nor is the solidarity 
group – everyone at the gathering is part of the crew and we invite 
everyone to take responsibility for the well-being of the gathering and 
everyone at it.

• This anti-oppression statement is not intended as a definitive policy to be 
adopted by Earth First! or any other group, but merely as an access point 
into an ongoing conversation that we invite everyone to engage in.
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How to make the Gathering work 
for everyone

It doesn’t have to be a choice between 
getting stuff done and figuring out 
how we get along, but the following 
might just help make it all easier:

1. You are responsible for your own 
behaviour and at this Gathering 
we also ask that you take on the 
collective responsibility of seeing that 
things go well for those around you 
(see techniques below).

2. Racism, ageism, homophobia, 
sexism, transphobia, ableism or 
any prejudice based on class, 
ethnicity, nationality, gender, gender 
presentation, education, language 
ability, sexuality, asylum status or 
religious affiliation is unacceptable. 
If you experience any of these, 
we want you to be supported by 
those around you challenging such 
behaviour. If you witness it, challenge 
it (see below) and don’t leave it to 
the person or people impacted by it. 
Think about a constructive challenge 
that doesn’t marginalise someone 
else in turn. Respect the person – 
challenge the behaviour.

3. Notice and respect each other’s 
physical boundaries – some people 
are very happy with hugs and 
touching, but not everyone. Ask if 
you are not sure.

4. Try to be aware of the space you 
take up – if you are used to talking a 
lot, try listening and vice versa. Think 

about how you can support other 
people if it looks like they need it.

5. Try to avoid making assumptions 
about what the opinions, background 
and identities of other participants 
are.

6. Try not to judge, compete or put 
each other down.

7. Be aware of the language you use 
in discussion – try to speak slowly, 
clearly and use uncomplicated 
language. Try to avoid phrases 
that it make it hard for other 
people to disagree with you, such 
as: “obviously…”, “we all believe 
that…”, or “no one here….”.

8. Foster a spirit of mutual aid 
and respect – listen to the wisdom 
everyone brings to the gathering.

9. Wherever possible, give each 
person the time and space to think; 
Don’t shut people down, allow them 
to express themselves fully. In large 
groups or those with a facilitator, 
remember to raise your hand to 
speak. 

Calling out or calling in?
Calling out means telling someone 
that their behaviour or an opinion 
they expressed is offensive – it can 
be a really useful way of pulling 
someone up and reminding them to 
think about what they are saying, 
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but it is about telling them they are 
being offensive, not just disagreeing 
with them. It is saying to someone 
their behaviour is sexist/racist/
transphobic etc. If you need to 
challenge someone’s behaviour, 
take a deep breath and think about 
what you say – use words that you 
would respond well to if they were 
aimed at you, rather than alienating 
someone. If someone does call you 
out, stay calm and remember you 
might have pushed their buttons 
without realising it. Reflect on what 
you have heard and check you have 
understood correctly.

BUT, calling out can seem aggressive 
and challenging – we all make 
mistakes and say things we have not 
thought through or don’t know might 
cause offence, so think before calling 
someone out publically.

Calling in is a gentler method – it 
means explaining why you don’t 
agree with them without publically 
calling them a racist/homophobic/
sexist etc. You could start a sentence 
with “I’d like to put a different point 
of view here” or “I’d like us all to be a 
bit more inclusive”.

Asking for support or intervention
The Solidarity group (see below) is 
here to help – if you find someone’s 
behaviour offensive and don’t want 
to tackle it yourself, come and talk 
to us about it. If necessary and with 
your consent, we will set up a process 
of mediation and help tackle the 
problem.

Solidarity group
Solidarity means to be on an eye-to-
eye level with one another, to stand 
shoulder to shoulder. It means to 
share skills, experience, knowledge 
and ideas without perpetuating 
relations based on power. This 
working group can mediate in 
instances of abusive or oppressive 
behaviour of either a verbal or 
physical nature. They are not here 
to “police” the Gathering or anyone 
in it, but to help find solutions when 
there is conflict or disfunction that 
cannot be settled by the parties 
involved. It might take time to sort a 
problem out and the group will listen 
to different sides of a disagreement, 
so please understand that speaking 
with the team is just the start of a 
process.

Also, if you are struggling with any 
aspects of the Gathering, please come 
and speak to us and we will see if we 
can find support for you.

Neither the Solidarity group nor the 
Gathering collective is an authority at 
the Gathering – everyone is crew and 
we invite you all to take responsibility 
for the wellbeing of the Gathering 
and everyone at it. However, please 
do ask the team to help with sorting 
out conflict as this can prevent 
sucking lots of other people in and 
causing wider upset.

The Solidarity group can be contacted 
via the Welcome Tent and will make 
themselves known at morning 
meetings.
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What is Earth First!?
On these islands, where wildness 
is scarce and the juggernaut of 
economic growth is strong, where can 
our passion and sense of social justice 
fit, how can we struggle for what is 
dear to us, for our very survival in 
an interconnected and unjust web 
of humans, other animals and plant 
species?

Earth First!  rejects a human centred 
worldview of ‘nature for people’s 
sake’. We believe that life exists for its 
own sake, that industrial civilisation 
and the ideas behind it, of relentless 
economic growth and the fiction of 
human progress, are leading us to hell 
in a handcart and setting us against 
each other. People and environment 
cannot be seen as separate, or we 
are doomed; we call it ecological 
direct action because in an ecology 
all things are connected – it is with 
this understanding that we say Earth 
First! 

Earth First! is a network of people 
and campaigns fighting ecological 
destruction and the forces driving it. 
We have no formal leadership  and 
we do it for passion, love and rage. 
To put it simply, the Earth must come 
first.

Earth First!  in the UK was 
formed in 1991, in response to an 
increasingly corporate, compromising 
and ineffective environmental 
community. We believe in non-

hierarchical organisation and the 
use of direct action to confront, stop 
and eventually reverse the forces 
responsible for the destruction of the 
Earth and its inhabitants. 
EF! is not an organisation, but a 
movement, a convenient banner 
for people who share similar 
philosophies to work under as 
an autonomous group or as an 
individual. There are no ‘members’ 
of EF!, only Earth First!ers. We use all 
the tools in the box, from grassroots 
and legal organising to direct action 
and monkeywrenching. When the 
law won’t fix the problem, we put 
our bodies on the line to stop the 
destruction. Direct action draws 
attention to the crises facing the 
natural world, and it saves lives.

If you agree with the above and 
you are not racist or otherwise 
discriminatory, if you believe action 
speaks louder than words, then Earth 
First! is for you – you are Earth First! 

Early History
In 1979 five friends hiked into the 
southern American desert. All long 
term activists sick with careerism, 
legality and failure, they knew a new 
kind of group was needed. One that 
would break the law, push open the 
envelope, hit the corporations where 
it hurt (in the pocket) and most of all 
never ever compromise in defence 
of mother earth. Around their camp 
fire Earth First! was born. EF!s first 
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act was one of sarcastic symbolism. 
In a land full of memorials to the 
genocidal victor, EF! raised a plaque 
commemorating Victorio, an Apache 
who wiped out a mining camp.

The next EF! action was at the Glen 
Canyon Dam, where a three hundred 
foot polythene banner was unfurled 
down the side of the dam, looking for 
all the world like a vast crack opening 
up. The demonstrators chanted ‘Raze 
the Dam’. People had previously 
campaigned against new dams but 
no one had suggested pulling down 
those already built. The Glen Canyon 
Dam held particular significance: in a 
sickening deal the big environmental 
groups had accepted the damming 
of the canyon in return for the 
cancellation of a dam elsewhere. This 
was exactly the kind of compromise 
EF! sought to resist. 

Thus from the very beginning EF!ers 
aimed not only to defend the last 
fragments of wilderness but to 
reverse the process of destruction: 
pulling down the dams and the 
powerlines. EF! launched its proposal 
for a network of vast wilderness 
preserves – half of Nevada for 
instance would be declared ‘off limits 
to industrial human civilisation, as 
preserves for the free flow of natural 
processes’. 

EF! would not wait for the state to 
make these changes, instead the 
people should do it themselves 
by direct action. If logging needed 
stopping, stop it, blockade it, trash 
the machines. This militancy was a 
touchstone of even early EF!, but it 
wasn’t just its militancy that made it 
stand out globally.

Around the world groups 
were turning to direct action in 
environmental struggles. In both 
Britain and Germany, for example, 
antinuclear mass action had been 
growing apace. What was really 
unique in the environmental 
movement was EF!s militant 
biocentrism.

Within a year EF! moved beyond 
symbolism to direct struggle. Around 
the country a combination of civil 
disobedience and sabotage halted 
logging and oil drilling. Groups were 
setting up all over. What many in 
industry had originally written off 
as a joke was quickly becoming a 
nightmare. In 1985 EF!ers published 
Ecodefence: A Field Guide to 
Monkeywrenching. This was an 
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unashamed, heads held high 350 page 
manual on how to trash pretty much 
any machine with which civilisation 
attacks the wild. Written by over 
100 contributors to the Earth First! 
Journal, this book was information 
for action. Diggers trashed, forests 
occupied, billboards subverted, 
logging roads dug up, trees spiked, 
offices invaded, windows smashed, 
snares disabled, computers scrapped 
– EF! was on the move.

But so now was the state. The FBI 
wasn’t about to let a crew of hippies, 
feminists, cowboys and desert 
anarchists continue to hammer 
company profits. The late ‘80s 
onwards saw a wave of reaction 
that included infiltration, set ups, 
conspiracy trials, raids, corporate 
directed anti-environmental hate 
groups and even assassination 
attempts on ’leading’ EF!ers. This 
was a continuation of the FBI’s 
COINTELPRO (Counter Insurgency 
Programme) previously unleashed 
in the ‘60s/’70s upsurge against the 
Weather Underground, the New Left, 
the American Indian Movement, the 
Black Panthers and the Puerto Rican 
liberation movement. Now some of 
the same agents that had destroyed 
those movements were overseeing the 
attack on EF!

We have seen some similar repression 
in recent years in the UK, for example 
through the use of undercover 
police officers – some of whom are 
now known to have been working 
in activist groups for years and 
had relationships with people they 
were paid to spy on –  and through 

increasingly harsh sentences for 
anarchistic activities. 

Pre-existing divisions were 
exacerbated by the crisis that 
engulfed EF! A split emerged between 
supporters of EF! Cofounder Dave 
Foreman and long term California 
organiser Judi Bari. All the while 
both were under serious corporate/
state attack, including a car bombing. 
The split and state attacks seriously 
weakened US EF! and it would never 
fully recover. Nevertheless survive it 
did and at the beginning of the ‘90s it 
was still the kick ass environmental 
movement of the developed world. 
Its actions, ideas and attitude would 
inspire a massive wave of action 
across the Atlantic.

EF! In Britain
Inspired by vibrant EF! groups 
elsewhere, similar radical ecological 
Direct Action in Britain started in 
the early 90s. Actions were mainly 
targeted at roadbuilding, wilderness 
destruction and logging imports 
coupled with an awareness that we 
were fighting the underlying forces 
behind the trashing of the earth. 
Though the first mass direct actions 
were timber actions, with hundreds 
of people invading dockyards and 
timber merchants, plus the ‘ethical 
shoplifting’ of stolen hardwoods, the 
huge campaign that EF! instigated 
was against the mega roadbuilding 
programme. 

During 1991, Earth First!ers made 
links with residents opposing the 
M3 extension at Twyford Down. 
Activists and travellers set up camp 
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on the Dongas, ancient trackways 
cut deep into the earth, home to rare 
Chalk Blue butterflies and orchids. 
EF! groups kept this first road protest 
camp stocked with people and tat, 
and organised actions to obstruct 
work – locking on to cranes, night 
time flooding of the site and regular 
disruption of construction. 

The first ever protest tripod in the 
UK (a technique borrowed from the 
Antipodean Intercontinental Deluxe 
Guide to Blockading), in ‘92, was 
made from a sycamore, and got a 
round of applause from the bemused 
workers once we’d got it up fast...
before they started desperately 
building new access roads around 
us, in an attemt to save the concrete 
bridge they were building before 
it set! The first treesits in Britain 
happened in 1993, organised by 
Jesmond Dene EF! and the Flowerpot 
Tribe.

Throughout ’92 and beyond, a series 
of Earth Nights were called – ‘Go out 
and do something for the Earth... at 
night!’. ELF took the label Terra 1st 
long before the state dubbed them 
domestic terrorists. Their other name 
– Earth Liberation Fairies – was an 
attempt to avoid macho stereotypes. 
Similarly, sabotage became known 
as pixying. Valuable resources were 
published, like Road Raging, a protest 
camp manual, and the Ozymandias’ 
Collective Sabotage & Direct Action 
Handbook, both still available on the 
internet. 

In those pre-internet days EF! posted 
out info to every environmental, 

hunt sab, or peace group. This paid 
off in the massive resistance to the 
roads programme, which saw protest 
camps springing up around the 
country including at Newbury and 
the M11 in London; weekly actions 
taken to road builders and politicians 
– their gardens dug up, their rooftops 
squatted, their events disrupted; 
and a generation radicalised in 
taking direct action and creating 
autonomous spaces. The ‘biggest 
road building programme since the 
Romans’ was slashed three times by 
a third, and countless places were 
saved from the onward march of car 
culture. 

As roadbuilding waned due to our 
campaign successes, the late 90s saw 
increased action against globalisation 
both at home and abroad. The Global 
Street Party against the G8 meeting in 
Birmingham in 1998 not only forced 
the politicians to flee town for the day, 
but also laid the foundations for June 
18th 1999. June 18th took the form of 
a masked Carnival against Capital, 
with a series of kickass autonomous 
direct actions throughout London 
and a coordinated attempt to seal off 
the city through actions on roads, 
bridges, stations and the tube system. 
Huge disruption of and economic 
damage to the corporate centre of the 
country ensued! 

The following year a mainly British, 
mainly EF! bloc travelled to Prague 
for the World Bank & anti IMF 
summit protests – and through 
preparation and guile, succeeded 
in getting some people into the 
sealed conference complex. We 
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also experimented with ways of 
organising mass protests made up of 
many affinity groups, using a system 
of scouts and decision making on the 
move.

By 2005 we had successfully 
halted the growing of GM food 
in Britain, kicked out many of the 
biotech companies and limited the 
importation of GM food to animal 
feed. Fields were trashed by mass 
day time invasions and secret night 
time forays. ‘Crop squats’ included 
the now iconic pink castle, a giant 
fortress of concrete, wood and canvas 
that prevented planting in a field for 
three weeks, until the farmer arrived 
to sow backed up by seven tractors, 
eighty police officers and a helicopter. 
After this the combined efforts of 
locals and other activists destroyed 
enough of the crop that the trial was 
abandoned. In 1997 Monsanto’s head 
offices were occupied by fifty people 
who had fun taking over the phone 
lines, and in 2004 Sainsbury’s storage 
depots faced coordinated blockades, 
preventing the movement of milk 
from cows fed on GM feed. 

Against this backdrop people came 
up with a definition for EF! in Britain, 
and agreed on some guidelines. 
Violence was defined as only against 
living beings, sabotage was ‘neither 
condemned nor condoned’, and EF! 
groups were to be up for receiving 
anonymous ‘ecotage’ communiques 
and doing press work on behalf of the 
night time elves.

The question of what Earth First! is 
remains open today. It is partly this 
openness that makes EF! continue 
to be a relevant, rare and radical 
concept. Some have attempted to 
define EF! as a network or movement, 
but however you see it, groups are 
autonomous to do what they want, 
how they want. There is no national 
decision making process. As long as 
you try to work nonhierarchically and 
use direct action to stop the trashing 
of the Earth and its inhabitants, as 
long as you’re not a discriminatory 
fuckwit, you can call your actions 
Earth First! Get together with a few 
mates, and do it yourself.
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Why Earth First? Why Now?
Our Ecological Crisis
It is only possible to fail to appreciate 
the magnitude of the ecological 
crises we face if you have no sense 
of what has already been lost. Every 
day more ecosystems are destroyed, 
more species go extinct, and the 
populations which remain dwindle. 
A few hundred years ago, when vast 
areas of wilderness still remained 
in many parts of the world and 
populations of many large species 
were almost uncountable, it was 
harder to imagine that industrial 
human activity could threaten such 
diversity on a global scale.

Those days are long gone. Humans 
and their livestock now account 
for well over 95 percent of the 
terrestrial animal biomass on the 
planet, and while that ratio is not 
yet as bad for plants, there are only 
two large untouched areas of forest 
left on the planet, in the Amazon 
and Congo basins, with 70 percent 
other remaining forest within 1km 
of human development. Worse, 
far from slowing, in many cases 
this destruction is accelerating, 
threatening to consume much of what 
remains in a few short decades.

Beyond simple quantity, the diversity 
and quality of most ecosystems and 
habitats are severely degraded from 
what they once were. Not only are 
most habitats highly fragmented, and 
ecosystems severely compromised, 

but waste from industrial and 
agricultural activity is poisoning 
land, sea and air, and destabilising 
the climate on a scale previously 
unimagined. The combination of all 
these effects is pushing the biosphere 
towards a crisis of unprecedented 
proportions and threatening the 
survival of much of life on Earth.

The March Of Civilisation
The causes of this calamity are not 
hard to diagnose. While the spread 
of humans across the planet has had 
a significant effect on the ecosystems 
they encountered during prehistory 
(as with many invasive species), in 
most cases a new equilibrium arose 
from the chaos of the transition. 
Ultimately, the problem stems from 
the ability of humans to change far 
faster than most other creatures (with 
the possible exception of bacteria 
and viruses), by changing, not their 
physical form, but their behaviour, 
knowledge and technology.
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Long after humans had become 
incorporated into diverse 
ecosystems across the planet, huge 
new upheavals due to industrial 
agriculture and so-called civilisation 
have continued to throw those 
ecosystems out of balance, and in 
recent centuries a tidal wave of 
change has been unleashed by the 
accessing of vast stores of fossil 
fuels. This rate of change is now 
approaching the speed of catastrophic 
global events, like asteroid/ comet 
impacts or massive volcanic 
eruptions, which have previously 
caused mass extinction events.

A Machine Out Of Control
The reason for the apparent blindness 
to the consequences of ‘our actions’ 
is not hard to diagnose, but it is one 
to which most humans seem to have 
a deep psychological aversion. The 
reality is that human beings have 
little or no control over the course of 
human society, and have not done for 
many thousands of years. This reality 
is sometimes alluded to, e.g. ‘the 
invisible hand of the market’, or in 
the works of Kafka, but the reality of 
modern human societies is something 
which is never faced up to head on. 
We are trapped in machines built out 
of human beings, over which no one 
has any significant control, not even 
our supposed leaders.

The fact that the seeds of these 
modern, world-spanning entities 
have their roots in much smaller 
societies where some petty despot 
could wield a great deal of influence, 
and that some individuals benefit to 
greater and lesser degrees from the 

operation of these systems today, 
clouds people’s perceptions as to how 
much control any individual or small 
group can have. In the byzantine 
structure of modern industrial 
societies, billions of decisions, large 
and small are taken by individuals 
every day, but that is for the most part 
just noise which has almost no effect 
on the operation of the system as a 
whole. This rise of these unthinking 
machines (states, corporations, etc.) 
can be viewed as the unintended 
side effects of attempts by at 
least some humans (elites) to free 
themselves from the constraints of 
the ecosystems of which they are a 
part, usually at the expense of most 
of the rest of society. The result has 
been quite the opposite, with the 
fate of humanity (disproportionately 
affecting those humans who have 
profited least from this system) and 
non-human inhabitants of the planet 
chained to the fate of these invented 
entities. Rather than escaping from 
all constraints, effectively becoming 
gods, this has just enslaved us all to a 
system, which unlike the ecosystems 
it is fast replacing, is not designed to 
last for much longer.

The Road To Capitalism
Fashionable though it is to blame 
the continuing devastation of the 
planet on capitalism, the reality is 
that these problems started much 
earlier. In fact, a good case could be 
made for the reverse, that capitalism 
has been caused by ecological 
destruction, rather than being 
the cause of it. The unsustainable 
centres of power (cities) which 
humans have built were stripping 
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their local environs of resources 
even in ancient Mesopotamia. The 
resulting resource crises either lead 
to expansion or collapse, and those 
societies which expanded passed that 
expansionist culture on to others. 
This need for expansion first found 
its outlet in militarism and empire 
building, and throughout history 
that has been the dominant means 
of overcoming resource limits. At 
the height of many empires, a more 
sophisticated means of expansion and 
domination, based on money, trade 
and debt has emerged, to compete 
with purely militaristic solutions. 
This system (capitalism) builds the 
need for expansion/growth in to 
the very fabric of the system, rather 
than relying on decisions to go to 
war to drive expansion. In this light 
capitalism can be seen not so much a 
new phenomenon but a refinement 
of processes which are as old as 
civilisation.

An Extreme Energy Future?
The most modern incarnation of 
these mechanistic forces controlling 
our existence is extreme energy, a 
process which seems set to supplant 
capitalism as the dominant force 
driving the destruction of the natural 
world. As with any organism, the 
obtaining of energy (food) is a 
massive influence over behaviour, 

and the corporations and states which 
make up modern human societies 
are as bound by the laws of ecology 
as any other entity (however much 
they deny it). In their case, fossil 
fuels are the food they require to 
exist, but these finite resources are 
being depleted at a fantastic rate. The 
system’s activities, while humans 
scrape a living (or not) at the margins, 
and everything is destroyed around 
us for no other reason than to keep 
the destruction going.

The system, for obvious reasons, 
almost always targets the easiest to 
extract fossil fuels first, but as they 
are depleted is forced to resort to 
progressively harder and harder 
to extract resources. In the early 
days of fossil fuels exploitation 
having to mine (or drill) a little 
deeper or target very slightly less 
concentrated resources made little 
difference. However, since US oil 
production peaked in 1970 and even 
more so since global conventional 
oil production peaked in 2005, the 
amount of effort being expended 
in fossil fuel extraction has sky 
rocketed as unconventional resources 
(tar sands, fracking, bioenergy etc.) 
have become a larger fraction of all 
extraction.
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The first effect of this process is pretty 
obvious, that as the amount of effort 
expended on fossil fuel extraction 
grows the levels of ecological 
destruction associated with that 
extraction grow in parallel. Massive 
open-cast mines cause more damage, 
in general, than tunnel mines and 
coating a region with thousands of 
fracking wells will do more damage 
than the few dozen conventional 
wells which would previously have 
produced the same amount of oil or 
gas. Simply drilling much deeper, 
in harsher environments, results in 
more risk and worse accidents as we 
saw with the BP Deepwater Horizon 
disaster.

The second effect is subtler but no 
less important. In a society dependent 
on an energy source which requires 
some fraction of that energy to be 
used to extract it, the same fraction 
of all of that society’s efforts must be 
channelled into energy extraction. 
In the last decade, the fraction of the 
global economy devoted to fossil 
fuel extraction has exploded from 
under 5 percent to over 10 percent, 
as the average effort needed for fossil 
fuel extraction has grown. Without a 
radical change of direction, we face 
a future where energy extraction 
comes to dominate all of the system’s 
activities, while humans scrape a 
living (or not) at the margins, and 
everything is destroyed around us 
for no other reason than to keep the 
destruction going.

While the present incarnation of 
extreme energy extraction is already 
a massive threat, this is a process that 

only leads in one direction. When 
one resource is depleted a more 
difficult and destructive one is next 
in line to be unleashed. Unless this 
out of control process is brought to a 
crashing halt pretty soon, the future 
we face will have no place for human 
beings, let alone any other life.

Why Earth First!?
Earth First! arose at the end of 
the 1970s as a result of the failure 
of mainstream environmental 
organisations to have any real 
effect on the ongoing destruction 
of the earth. While the multitude 
of environmental NGOs all started 
small, with high ideals and a can-do 
attitude, they soon foundered on the 
rocks of corporatism. Take any group 
of well-meaning people, put them in 
a big office and pay them reasonable 
salaries, and they will soon find it 
increasingly difficult not to make 
compromises, to preserve the flow of 
money which sustains them.

The present system is completely 
dependent on continual economic 
growth (and far too large and 
resource-hungry in any case), 
and that very growth can only be 
achieved by consuming more and 
more resources and producing more 
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and more waste. Humans may not 
need fossil fuels (and most other 
resources, apart from food, clean 
air and water), but modern nation 
states, transnational corporations 
and similar entities could not exist 
without these massive resource flows. 
Saving the planet, and ourselves, 
implicitly means destroying the 
very system which mainstream 
organisations are a part of.

Over three decades later, the only 
thing which has changed is that 
mainstream environmentalism has 
become even more compromised 
and ineffective, while the threats we 
face now ever more urgent. Some 
such organisations are now openly 
collaborating in the destruction of 
what they should be defending. 
Meanwhile a tidal wave of corporate 
greenwash, almost invisible it is 
so prevalent, is seeking to confuse, 
distract and delay any resistance 
to an ever more aggressive push 
to monetise (and so destroy) what 
remains of the natural world.

Unfortunately, decades of 
compromise, collaboration and 
indoctrination mean it is very hard 
for most people to see beyond the 
smoke and mirrors of politics and 
spin, to what really needs to be 
done. We live in a fantasy world 
where almost everything that is 
deemed ‘important’ is an illusion, 
and anything ‘real’ has been buried 
under layers of abstraction until it has 
almost no meaning at all. Dragging 
ourselves out of this morass of lies 

to face the stark reality beyond is far 
from any easy challenge, and one that 
will require a great effort of collective 
will.

Without people who will take a 
principled stand, tell it like it is and 
have a vision of a world which is 
not centred on the system that is 
destroying it, we are all doomed. 
Currently, if there is anywhere that 
those people might come together, 
be inspired and supported, it is Earth 
First!

At its best EF!’s style offers a way 
forward… We aren’t rebelling 
against the system because we are 
sour on life…We are fighting for 
beauty, for life, for joy. We laugh 
at our opponents and we laugh at 
ourselves… we are willing to let our 
actions set the finer points of our 
philosophy rather than debating 
endlessly about our programme. we 
are willing to get started now, make 
mistakes, to learn as we go.

In this particular time, when 
mounting threats from all sides are 
driving a renewed awareness of 
the importance of defending and 
repairing our battered ecosystems, 
the resurgence of Earth First! in 
Britain is a hopeful sign. Whether we 
can all make it live up to this promise 
is a question for the future, but right 
now it is a very small oasis in a very 
large desert. Let us drink our fill, 
and be more possible than they can 
powerfully imagine.
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At its most basic, anarchism is the 
principle that any form of authority 
or domination has a burden of proof 
to bear. It doesn’t matter where this 
domination takes place – be it within 
a family, the workplace or between 
organisations/institutions – if it’s 
a form of authority, domination or 
coercion, it has to be proven to be 
legitimate. If the form of authority, 
domination or coercion cannot be 
proven to be legitimate it should be 
DISMANTLED.

People are at their very best when 
they are living free of domination, 
cooperating and deciding things 
amongst themselves rather than being 
ordered around. That’s what the word means: ‘without rulers’ or ‘without 
government’. Government here is meant in the sense of ‘governing over’ and 
forcing compliance through coercion. Such order is violent order. Anarchy, by 
contrast, is inherently cooperative – people relating to one another as equals.

Anarchy as a Vision
Imagine living in a world where people are able to come together to create new, 
free societies, making their desires a reality. Tedious useless work has become 
redundant and room has been made for play and productive activities we can 
enjoy. Crime is reduced drastically by a return to living in real communities 
where people look after each other. With a decline in profit-orientated 
industrial agriculture and economy, rivers run clear and forests grow again.

Industrial civilisation is quite blatantly showing its flaws. A billion people are 
starving, our soils are dying, the majority of the planet’s species are in rapid 
decline, catastrophic climate change looms and even in the richest parts of the 
world most people are pissed off with the misery and monotony of everyday 
life. You have to spend most of your time working your arse off to make profit 
for someone you probably don’t like doing something you don’t care about, 
and then you struggle to pay the bills while being pressured to buy more 
consumer crap and unnecessary technology.

What is Anarchism?
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Why Take Direct Action?
When was the last time you felt you made a difference at the ballot box? Or 
by writing a letter to your MP? Over a million people marched against war in 
Iraq, and still the government didn’t listen. This isn’t a reason for us to give 
up hope. It’s a reason to raise our game. Direct action is common sense. If you 
see someone being mugged in the street you don’t set up a petition to ask the 
mugger to leave.

We live in a world that assumes we need leaders and laws to keep us in check; 
that we’re incapable of making hard decisions and implementing them without 
being told how to. Direct action is a way of challenging these myths, and 
challenging the people who think that money and status buy them the right 
to do what they like to the rest of us. It means refusing to accept the power 
those people hold, and taking responsibility yourself for the things that you 
know need to change, not pressurising existing powerholders to make better 
decisions on your behalf.

It’s empowering
Direct action means getting on with sorting something out yourself, rather than 
asking someone else to fix it for you. There’s no better way to take back control 

The mythical ‘revolution’ is not something that will just happen suddenly 
one day after we’ve polished some ideology long enough. Revolution is a 
process of individuals and collectives reclaiming what’s been taken from 
us, rediscovering our power and creativity together. Sometimes gradually, 
sometimes in huge leaps during times of greater struggle.

Anarchy is also about the small-scale everyday resistance, about individuals 
ignoring authority and coming together to improve their lives. Every day we 
can experiment with and learn ways of dealing with each other without leaders 
or domination, with mutual respect, building the world we want now — in 
our relationships, our interactions and our resistance. In fact, you might just be 
participating in such a vision here and now!

“We are not in the least afraid of ruins. We are going to inherit the earth. The ruling 
class might blast and ruin its own world before it leaves the stage of history. We carry a 

new world here in our hearts. That world is growing this minute.”
Buenaventura Durutti, Spain 1936
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of your own life or to make change in the wider world. For many people it’s 
not just an effective campaign tactic, it is also the philosophy that underpins 
how they live. For example, you might not only obstruct building work on the 
new supermarket in your town, you might also start up community allotments 
so you don’t have to depend on those supermarkets for your basic needs.

It works
The use of direct action in ecological 
and social justice campaigns in 
Britain has had many successes. In 
the 90s, a variety of direct actions and 
land occupations cut the government 
road building programme by 80%, 
some 500 schemes were cancelled. 
In the late 90s and early 00s people 
pulling up genetically modified crops 
stopped the commercialisation of GM 
in its tracks, and helped remove GM 
products from shop shelves despite 
pressure from the worlds most 
powerful seed and chemical companies.

What about the consequences?
It is natural to be concerned about the consequences of taking action. The 
authorities rely on it! They provide other avenues for our frustration and desire 
for change that aren’t ‘illegal’. If enough of us buy the right stuff or vote for 
someone different at the next election it‘ll all be OK. Yeah right! If you believe 
that these approaches will create real change, you’d better be able to hold your 
breath for a very long time. Do we have that long? Direct action doesn’t have to 
involve breaking the law. However, if you want to challenge powerful vested 
interests, such as corporations and governments, then you can be sure there 
will be laws in place to protect them. If we are going to be effective then some 
people will have to break these laws. The law says war and exploitation of 
people and planet are fine, but dissent through peaceful protest is not. The law 
is an ass. Many of the world’s most celebrated people are ‘criminals’. Gandhi 
had a record as long as your arm. Martin Luther King, the Suffragettes, Aung 
Sang Suu Kyi, the Dalai Lama, Nelson Mandela – all of them are well known 
individuals representing the thousands who made their struggle work. People 
just like you and me. It is difficult to second-guess precisely the legal, economic 
and social consequences of taking part in an action. One thing we can be sure 
of is that they pale into insignificance compared to the consequences of no one 
taking action at all. There are groups (see the resources section at the back) who 
offer advice, support and ideas about likely personal outcomes of different 
actions depending on your circumstances. Always find out your legal rights 
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before taking action. Knowledge is power, don’t let the authorities get one over 
on you because you didn’t do your homework.

Different approaches to DA
From the outside, direct action might seem like quite a minority interest 
activity. On the inside, it involves a melting pot of people with strongly held 
and differing ideas about what is ethical and effective. This section provides a 
taster for some of these ideas, and provides a bit of a jargon buster for some of 
the words that are used differently in an activist context.

Violence
For some the decision to use nonviolent methods is a matter of believing that if 
you want to build an ecological, peaceful and cooperative future you do it here 
and now using ecological, peaceful and cooperative tools. Others might have a 
more tactical approach to the choice of nonviolence. The state and corporations 
are willing and able to use more violence than we can, so it may be unwise to 
engage with them in a game they will almost certainly win.

People taking direct action have many different definitions of “violence” and 
“nonviolence”. For instance, is breaking into a factory making weapons of mass 
destruction and smashing it up as much as possible violent or nonviolent? It 
is important you can talk about your thoughts on violence and nonviolence so 
you can find a group to take action with that suits your beliefs.

Accountable / unaccountable actions
In an accountable action you plan to face the legal consequences – the word 
‘accountable’ refers to the fact that this gives you the chance to justify what 
you did, to the courts, the media and your friends. For some actions this is 
unavoidable: if you are planning to use your body in a human blockade and 
the police arrest you on the spot then you have very few chances to claim it 
wasn’t you wot dunnit! For some people being accountable is an ethical choice 
and even where it might be possible to ‘get away with it’ they choose not to.

An unaccountable, or covert action is one where you do something illegal but 
plan not to get caught. For some people this can be a more sustainable way of 
working – it means you are free to carry on as an activist without all the time, 
money, and stress involved in court cases. This isn’t always the easy option 
though – you can get arrested without having ‘planned’ to, and keeping secrets 
can involve time, stress and money too.

Open and closed groups and actions
If a group or action is open, then anyone can join and it is widely publicised. 
This makes it much easier to involve new people, but harder to avoid 
unwanted police attention.
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If an action or group is closed, then the inverse is true – new people can’t join 
in and often don’t find out about it either. This can make it possible to do 
things without the target finding out first, but in the long term doesn’t provide 
entry points for new people.

For many people, open and closed is a sliding scale depending on the level of 
risk involved and what the aims of the action are. Equally, many people choose 
to be involved in more and less accountable actions depending on the situation.

Activist security culture
‘Security’ in this context means taking preventative measures so you can do 
your actions without your target finding out you are coming, and in some 
cases, without anyone ever knowing who did it. For some people, it also 
involves making it harder for intelligence gatherers to collect information about 
their day to day life – who their friends are and where they travel to regularly, 
for instance. Avoiding this kind of long-term profiling can make it much easier 
to pull off secret actions in the future.

Some security measures can take a lot of time and effort, and may not be 
necessary depending on your situation. Also, be aware that if security is 
badly handled then the atmosphere of secrecy can lead to some people feeling 
excluded while others get kicks out of being part of the in crowd – in other 
words it can contribute to informal hierarchies within your group. On the 
other hand, paying good attention to security can be what makes your action 
happen, and / or save you all the time and energy involved in court cases.

The decisions each individual takes about security impact on everyone 
else they work with – there’s no point one person being consistently and 
painstakingly careful if no one else is. The important thing, therefore, is that 
people share the information they have about security with the rest of their 
group, and that members then come to collective decisions about the security 
measures they think are necessary in the long term and for each action.
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Moving Beyond Activism: The 
Importance Of Strategy

Simply doing what everyone has always 
done and failed at is the definition of 
insanity.

We live in a world which is being 
systematically destroyed around 
us. Every day more forest is cut 
down, more species are driven into 
extinction, more water is poisoned, 
more air is polluted, more ecosystems 
are compromised, and more natural 
processes destabilised. Many people 
are trying to do something about 
these issues, but in the real world, 
outside the spin bubble of green 
capitalism and “liberal” politics, 
success stories are thin on the ground. 
While people have been trying to 
resist these assaults for hundreds, if 
not thousands of years, ultimately, 
those previous struggles have failed. 
Taking a good look at what we are 
currently doing and how effective it 
truly is seems to be more than just 
sensible. It is crucial to any hope of 
meaningful change.

Why do we need strategy?
Strategy can often be perceived as 
being about war and/or commercial 
enterprises, and not something that 
a good ecological campaigner/
organiser should dirty their hands 
with. An obvious reason for this 
association is that the results of 
war or business, within our current 
society, matter to a lot of people, even 
sometimes to those within the elites. 
Therefore, great efforts are made to 

achieve the desired results, including 
a lot of planning and strategic 
thinking. But shouldn’t results be 
even more important to us when 
fighting ecological and social battles? 
Too often that does not seem to be the 
case.

Modern ecological and social 
movements are beset by a culture of 
activism, a word which only gained 
widespread usage in the 1960s, 
more as a slur implying mindless 
focus on an activity (e.g. protesting) 
rather than having any real goals. 
Regardless of whether those previous 
civil rights and anti-war organisers 
deserved to be labelled activists, 
the word now seems to have been 
claimed by many movements, but so 
have many of the habits which the 
word criticises. The reasons for this 
are numerous. Partly this is bleed-
through from the larger “liberal” 
establishment sphere of NGOs/
political parties which are activist by 
their very nature,

Having no strategy is also the path 
of least resistance, and one to which 
many people default. Beyond that, 
strategy is not trivially easy to do 
well, and can require a lot of effort 
and commitment. There are also a 
lot of bad models for doing strategy, 
offering supposed short cuts to 
success. Many people’s experience of 
strategy is going through a process 
where a load of goals are set but 
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no real thought is put into how to 
achieve them, and this is passed off 
as strategy. There are many pitfalls 
which can result in a strategy which 
is worse than useless. No wonder that 
many people have been turned off the 
entire process.

All hope is not lost. Not everyone 
needs to come up with their own 
strategy. In fact if every individual 
or group came up with their own 
mutually exclusive strategies, then 
the result would be chaos. But if no 
one within a movement has a good 
strategy or the small number of 
groups which do are ignored by the 
wider movement, then that can be a 
big problem. Only some people need 
to put in the legwork to come up with 
strategies, but everyone needs to be 
engaged with strategy enough to 
identify and promote good strategies. 
If most people cannot spot a good 
strategy when they see one, how can 
good strategies spread?

What makes a good strategy?
There are many definitions of strategy 
and many approaches to formulating 
one. Here we will only highlight one 
particular approach championed 
by Richard Rumelt in a book called 
“Good Strategy, Bad Strategy”. 
This is widely used in business 
circles, well thought out, and most 
importantly very general. Hence it 
easily transfers to other fields such 
as our own, whereas many other 
strategic approaches used in business 
or military circles, however well they 
may work in their own domain, are 
much harder to apply in different 
circumstances.

The basic premise of this approach is 
that strategy is problem solving, and 
to achieve your goals you need to 
focus on the main problem standing 
in your way and solve it. The 
strategic process splits into 3 steps: 
1) diagnosing the critical challenge 
which needs to be overcome in order 
to achieve your goals; 2) choosing a 
strategic direction/guiding policy to 
overcome that critical challenge and 
3) formulating a set of coordinated 
actions within the guiding policy. All 
3 steps are considered a vital part of 
the overall strategy.

A good strategy does more than urge 
us forward toward a goal or vision; it 
honestly acknowledges the challenges 
we face and provides an approach 
to overcoming them. It involves 
making hard choices which define 
the problem you are trying to solve 
and should be a source of strength 
because it is coherent, specifying 
what not to do as well as what to do. 
If you fail to identify and analyse 
the obstacles that must be overcome, 
you cannot have a strategy. At best 
bad strategy often involves pursuing 
multiple unconnected goals, and at 
worst multiple conflicting goals.

Strategy is primarily about deciding 
what is truly important and focusing 
resources and action on that objective. 
It is a hard discipline because 
focusing on one thing mean less 
focus on others. In many situations, 
the main impediment to action is 
the forlorn hope that certain painful 
choices or actions can be avoided 
– that the long list of hoped-for 
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“priorities” can all be achieved. It is 
the craft of strategy to decide which 
priority should take precedence. Only 
then can action be taken. Interestingly, 
there is no greater tool for sharpening 
strategic ideas than the necessity to 
act. Strategy is visible as coordinated 
action imposed on a system. This 
can seem like a stumbling block to 
implementing strategy in a grass-
roots, non-hierarchical context. But 
there are many ways to achieve some 
level of coordination without the 
need for centralised control.

An Example Of Strategy
One particularly example of strategy 
at work is the thread of community 
organised resistance which runs 
through the global anti-fracking 
movement. While this movement is 
extremely diverse and many parts 
of it are highly decentralised, it has 
never the less repeatedly adopted 
decentralised, community based 
responses. In many areas of the globe 
the critical challenge which needs 
facing is that there is no prospect of 
success from any sort of appeal for 
government intervention (a problem 
far from unique to fracking).

The guiding policy that has 
emerged in response is based on 
the recognition that the distributed 
nature of the fracking industry 
requires a decentralised, community 
led response. Fracking companies 
must have free and unfettered access 
to large tracts of land to operate. 
Leveraging the one advantage the 
movement has, the large numbers 
of people living in threatened areas, 
and mobilising them to make is their 

local areas as difficult to operate 
in for the fracking companies as 
possible has been the guiding policy 
of large parts of the movement. 
Within that overall guiding policy 
a wide variety of coherent action 
is possible. That coherence has 
mostly been maintained by informal 
communication, usually over the 
internet.

There are many fracking resistance 
success stories across Australia, 
Canada and many parts of Europe, 
where strategic focus and coherence 
has shown great results. The case of 
the US illustrates what happens when 
there is little focus or coherence. 
Despite flirting with community 
based-responses, the movement in the 
US has mostly remained incoherent 
and unfocused, and has succeeded 
only in a few limited areas where it 
could hardly fail. Creating a good 
strategy may be hard but recognising 
a good strategy is surprisingly easy 
– it has a basic underlying logic: 
coherent action backed up by an 
argument, an effective mixture of 
thought and action.

29

Why Vegan Food? Animal Liberation, 
Ecology & Capitalism

Radical Veganism
Veganism is often defined as the 
conscious decision to not consume 
products containing animals (meat, 
dairy, eggs…) or refusing to purchase 
products produced through animal 
exploitation (fur, leather, animal-
tested cosmetics…). Veganism is 
frequently viewed as a lifestyle 
choice made by individuals intended 
to benefit the animals, the climate, 
their wallets or their health. When 
veganism is discussed it is often 
through purely economic terms, with 
what we do or do not purchase often 
being the definition of whether or not 
somebody is considered ‘vegan’.

This narrow view of veganism as 
purely a consumer lifestyle choice 
has created a large demand for vegan 
products. Whole industries have built 
up around the need for “cruelty-free” 
goods, as capitalists, who would have 
once have been hostile towards the 
idea of veganism, noticed a gap in the 
market and sought to make money 
out of these individuals.

This bright green future promised to 
us by the vegan capitalists is a lie. By 
its very nature capitalism is inherently 
oppressive and exploits animals (both 
human and nonhuman). If we are to 
ever achieve total liberation it will be 
necessary to abolish capitalism along 
with all other forms of oppression 
and hierarchy.

Together Against All
There is more to being vegan than 
what you consume. Veganism should 
be a radical shift in the way we 
view and treat interact with animals 
in our society. Humans’ perceived 
dominance over all other species 
(plant and animal) is what allows 
exploitation to go unchallenged.

We must recognise the links between 
capitalism and animal exploitation. 
Capitalists have an imperative that 
influences everything they do: the 
maximisation of shareholder profit 
and accumulation of capital. This 
overarching worldview means that 
animals – like everything else – 
are objectified and commodified. 
Economic efficiency is prioritised 
with the embrace of technologies 
that can serve this function, for 
example feed science, farm health 
technologies (such as antibiotics) and 
developments in machinery. Animal 
agriculture was the starting motor of 
primitive accumulation – primitive 
accumulation being the embryonic 
stage of capitalism around the world, 
the means by which control of the 
means of production (i.e. the land) 
is wrested from the ‘producer’ by 
trailblazing capitalists with hordes of 
livestock.

Our pattern of animal manipulation 
and modification is now extending 
to applications such as agricultural 
biotechnology, genome sequencing of 
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animals and animal cloning.

We need to see problematic industries 
(and the damage they cause) such 
as global finance, arms, energy 
and agriculture, as well as human 
behaviours such as sexism, racism 
or homophobia as being symptoms 
of the same problem. Think of 
capitalism and the current industrial 
civilisation that perpetuates it as 
a massive gnarled tree; it’s very 
easy to atomise our grievances into 
single issue campaigns that don’t 
share a common strategic goal. One 
campaign tirelessly hacking at one 
branch, another campaign tirelessly 
hacking at another – but the trunk 
continues to stand strong and 
continues to sprout new branches.

It’s in the interests of those that 
benefit from the status quo for us to 
remain separated in our goals, to not 
see the big picture, to not strive for 
actions and strategies that understand 
and strike at the rootcauses of 
our grievances. And beyond 
fighting, a holistic understanding 
of the problem allows us to create 
meaningful, positive spaces free from 
the contamination of domination, 
coercion and illegitimate authority 
that the rest of society is built upon.

Nature Domination
In capitalist economies, animals, 
like nature in general, are merely 
commodities – resources to be 
exploited. The domination of nature 
is the basis of industrial civilisation. 
The destruction of nature and with it 
the destruction of the basis of human 
society are immediate consequences 

of production relations that do not 
serve our needs but those of capitalist 
accumulation. The fact that capitalist 
appropriation of nature does not 
follow the principles of sustainability, 
conservation or care is not the result 
of ‘environmentally unfriendly 
attitudes’ but is the consequence of 
turning nature into capital.

The animal industry is one of the 
most ethically and ecologically 
offensive institutions of industrial 
society. It’s marketing persuades 
us that eating animal products is 
healthy and necessary, while hiding 
horror and waste on a scale almost 
impossible to imagine.

The exploitation of animals is 
legitimised by a complex ideology 
which has come to be known as 
‘speciesism’. Speciesism represents a 
way of thinking about animals that 
results from the supposed necessity 
of their exploitation. A type of false 
consciousness about animals is sold 
to us; that eating and exploiting 
animals is normal, natural and 
necessary. The consequence is that we 
believe how we interact with animals 
is unchangeable.
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Animal agriculture is inherently 
linked to patriarchy. The same 
patriarchal hierarchies dictate in both 
the domination of women and other 
gender-oppressed people, and in the 
domination of animals, as to how 
their bodies are objectified, controlled 
and exploited. Animals are so pivotal 
to serving and sustaining capitalism 
because humans have the power 
to control and exploit the role of 
reproductive labour of animals.

Animal Agriculture & Humans
Animal agriculture has been, and 
continues to be, a tool of colonisation. 
The animal business steals food from 
the poorest, exploits soil and pollutes 
water in poor countries to provide 
luxuries to the wealthiest. During 
the Ethiopian famine in the 1980s, 
clapped-out rock stars resuscitated 
their careers raising money for aid, 
while more grain was exported from 
the country for livestock feed than 
was provided in food aid. Entire 
continents are routinely starved 
and plundered to satisfy the trivial 
addictions of the rich.

The use of animals in agriculture is 
expanding rapidly – there are three 
animals used in agriculture per 
human being, increasing five-fold 
from the 1950s. Already, 50-60% of the 
world’s grain is being fed to animals, 
and the ratio is increasing. Why is 
this an issue? Animals in agriculture 
can be described as “reverse protein 
factories”, meaning that they will 
consume more protein and energy 
than is stored in the products 
extracted from them. Animals will 
need energy to move (the little space 
that is allowed in factory farming 
conditions), to produce heat, produce 
things which capitalists haven’t yet 
found a purpose such as joints, hair 
or feathers, and so on. In statistical 
terms, this means that as a rule of 
thumb 10 times of the land area is 
used to grow feed for a cow than 
equivalent production of plant-based 
protein would consume.

Veganism & Ecology
• 1 calorie of animal protein requires 
11x as much fossil fuels as 1 calorie of 
plant protein
• Raising animals for food accounts 
for 10% of global water usage
• One third of the earth’s landmass is 
used to raise animals for food.
• Cattle ranching accounts for 80% 
of the deforestation currently taking 
place in the Amazon
• The animals-for-food industry is 
responsible for more greenhouse 
gas emissions than the entire global 
transport sector

Climate change: With rising 
temperatures, rising sea levels, 
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melting ice caps and glaciers, 
shifting ocean currents and weather 
patterns, climate change is the most 
serious challenge facing the planet. 
The livestock sector is a major 
player, responsible for 18 percent of 
greenhouse gas emissions measured 
in CO2 equivalents. Livestock are 
also responsible for almost two 
thirds (64 percent) of anthropogenic 
ammonia emissions, which contribute 
significantly to acid rain and 
acidification of ecosystems.

Water: The livestock sector is a 
key player in increasing water use, 
accounting for over 8 percent of 
global human water use, mostly 
for the irrigation of feed crops. 
It is the largest sectoral source of 
water pollution, contributing to 
eutrophication, “dead” zones in 
coastal areas, degradation of coral 
reefs, human health problems, 
emergence of antibiotic resistance 
and many others. The major sources 
of pollution are from animal wastes, 
antibiotics and hormones, chemicals 
from tanneries, fertilizers and 
pesticides used for feed crops, and 
sediments from eroded pastures.

Biodiversity: Animal agriculture is 
the leading player in the reduction 
of biodiversity, since it is the major 
driver of deforestation, as well as 
one of the leading drivers of land 
degradation, pollution, climate 
change, overfishing, sedimentation 
of coastal areas and facilitation of 
invasions by alien species.

Beyond Veganism: Towards an 
Anarchist Agroecology
There are alternatives to global 
industrial and animal agriculture. 
Small-scale food producers, working 
with nature, orientated towards 
realneeds production (not serving 
capitalism) are feeding communities 
all over the world. Agroecology is the 
science and practice of worldwide 
movement of peasants and landbased 
people.

Working towards an anarchist 
agroecology is a commitment to 
creating not only a different food 
system, but a different way of life 
that transforms social, ecological, 
economic and interspecies relations. 
Agroecology in practice underpins 
the actuality of achieving individual 
and collective autonomy and freedom 
from oppression.

Being able to live as human beings 
in relationship with the land requires 
resistance to, and dismantlement of, 
capitalism and the state. Anarchists 
recognise that lobbying is futile, while 
the state’s function is to protect the 
propertied, owning and capitalist 
class. Anarchist agroecological 
thinking rejects the consumer-
producer relationship and seeks to 
build models that demonetise the 
food system.

However, it is not a question of 
‘waiting for a revolution’ or one 
day achieving an anarchist society. 
The work starts now and builds on 
generations of those displaced from 
the land through capitalist coercion 
protected by the state.
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How we produce and distribute food 
is a fundamental issue that anarchists 
cannot ignore. Agroecological 
practices are those that support us 
to live in a more socially just and 
ecologically sound relationship with 
the land.

We reject and actively resist the 
industrial and capitalist agricultural 
models of monocultures, pesticides 
and fossil fuel based fertilisers, 
genetic engineering, factory farming, 
plantation slavery and more. Our 
commitment is to the freedom not 
only of ourselves, but also of the 
seeds, plants and animals, from 
corporate control.

An anarchist agroecological 
worldview recognises the historical 
repercussions of agriculture and 
its role in creating patriarchical, 
racist, colonialist and class-stratified 
societies and civilisations. It therefore 
engenders a commitment to 
rewilding, confronting domestication 
and creating alternative models 
of living with inspiration from 
horticultural and gatherer/hunter 
societies. Anarchist agroecology 
means decolonisation. It means 

solidarity with Indigenous Nations 
resisting assimilation and ecological 
genocide via capitalist developments, 
such as fracking.

An anarchist agroecology confronts 
the last 10,000 years of patriarchical 
agriculture. It seeks to compost 
gender and queer how food is 
produced and consumed. The colour 
of the food system is not ignored, 
racism in our own movements as well 
as those systems that oppress our 
communities is actively confronted.

How and why knowledge is 
produced and shared matters. An 
anarchist groecological worldview 
integrates both indigenous and 
peasant-based knowledges of 
cultivation with observation, action 
research and grassroots science 
(not controlled or dominated by 
universities or industry). Knowledge 
is shared through popular education 
models, such as grower to grower 
(campesino o campesino) networks, 
field and farm schools, open source 
journals and more.
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The concept of property is rejected, 
with working class appropriation 
encouraged – via land squats, 
occupations and more. In the long-
term process of social change, there is 
a commitment to the recollectivisation 
of land ‘ownership’ and the creation 
of space for diverse patterns to be 
explored, suited to each community 
and bioregion. The reappropriation of 
land will ignite huge state repression 
– anarchist agroecologists must 
cultivate resilience to repression, 
build models of global solidarity and 
recognise the futility and dogma of 
nonviolent ideologies. The state and 
owning classes will not allow the 
means of their economic production 
to be withdrawn without a fight.

An anarchist agroecology recognises 
that humans do not have dominion 
of animals or nature and that animals 
do not deserve to be commodified, 
exploited, abused or enslaved any 
more than their human counterparts. 
The generation of radical solidarity 
across species is the consequence of 
embracing an anarchist agroecology, 
which recognises speciesism as 
harmful and an ongoing barrier 
to liberty, as any other form of 
oppression.

Achieving an anarchist agroecology 
will take coalition building, 
community organising, active 
attacks on the state and capitalist 
food system, learning and relearning 
practices and tools to feed ourselves 
and restore landbases, and more. 
We will bring about huge changes 
through breaking bread and breaking 
sweat together.

In summary, working towards an 
anarchist agroecology differs from 
other worldviews and strategies 
around changing our food system. 
The main premises are that the state 
is not our friend, but our enemy. 
That animals are not ours to ‘farm’, 
enslave, control, cage, slaughter 
or accumulate wealth from. That 
multiple forms of oppression intersect 
and demand an analysis and practice 
that recognises the totality of different 
forms of domination. It recognises 
that anarchism cannot be achieved 
without models of food production 
that support humans to live in 
liberated relationships with each 
other, animals or the land.
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The Growing Fracking Threat: What, 
Where and When

With the fracking industry attempting 
its largest assault on communities 
across the British Isles, here is a look 
at how this threat is spreading across 
the country and what the industry is 
planning in the coming months.

How we got here
The last decade has seen an explosion 
in oil and gas drilling as conventional, 
easy to extract, hydrocarbons have 
become harder to find and the system 
has been forced to resort to new more 
aggressive extraction techniques. 
While oil prices are currently well 
below their 2008 peak, and new 
drilling has stalled in many places, 
this hasn’t stopped preparations for 
continued expansion once prices 
rise. The industry is busy gathering 
geological data with the intention of 
securing further investment when oil 
prices inevitably rise again.

The first major push by the fracking 
industry in this country began 
in 2007/2008, when a number of 
companies, including the newly 
formed Cuadrilla Resources, 
acquired licences in the 13th onshore 
round with an eye to exploiting 
unconventional hydrocarbons. 
Soon afterwards, oil prices fell in 
the wake of the credit crunch but 
the companies coasted on, burning 
through previous investment cash. 
Cuadrilla’s infamous earthquakes 
at Preese Hall in Lancashire in 2011 
made it impossible to sneak by 

drilling wells and gathering data 
under the radar. Resistance began 
to grow, with the first community 
groups formed and two occupations 
of Cuadrilla’s drilling rig in the same 
year.

Renewed high oil prices between 
2012 and 2014 fuelled new interest in 
fracking, with significant investments 
into Cuadrilla and IGas from major 
players such as Centrica, Total and 
GDF Suez during this period. But 
renewed drilling by Cuadrilla at 
Balcombe in Sussex and later IGas at 
Barton Moss near Manchester was 
met with fierce resistance. This period 
also saw the entry of chemical giant 
Ineos into the fracking business, as 
it began buying up licence areas. A 
new 14th onshore licencing round in 
2014/2015 saw whole new swathes of 
the country licensed, with Ineos alone 
acquiring over a 1 million acres.

High oil prices inevitably lead to a 
price crash as demand is strangled, 
and this happened in 2014. This 
dried up continuing investment, 
and fracking companies are running 
(for the most part) on investment 
acquired during the years of high oil 
prices, with the possible exception of 
Ineos. However, the companies are 
manoeuvring to try to be in a position 
to push forward quickly once prices 
rise. This means the industry must 
carefully conserve its cash while 
trying to gather as much data as 
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possible, a potentially difficult task in 
the face of growing resistance.

With around 10 million of acres of 
the UK now licensed, communities 
are under threat from the industry 
like never before. Full-scale fracking 
in these areas would mean the 
drilling of many thousands of 
wells, at densities of eight wells 
per square mile or more, plus 
other fracking infrastructure like 
pipelines, compressor stations, 
processing plants and waste disposal 
facilities carving up the countryside. 
This would result in a host of 
severe impacts including water 
contamination, air pollution, massive 
amounts of toxic/radioactive waste 
and carnage on rural roads from the 
massive amounts of truck traffic.

What is being targeted
Unconventional oil and gas 
extraction, colloquially referred to 
as fracking, covers a broad range of 
more extreme hydrocarbon extraction 
methods targeting relatively 
impermeable rock formations. This 

includes shale gas, tight/shale oil, 
tight gas, coalbed methane (CBM) 
and underground coal gasification 
(UCG). While these methods differ 
greatly in technical details, they are 
all driven by similar pressures and 
have similarly intense impacts. Over 
the last decade or so we have seen 
significant attempts to push forward 
all these methods, but in the face 
of growing resistance and unstable 
prices the more speculative or less 
profitable methods, UCG and CBM, 
have been deprioritised.

The main geological formations 
currently being targeted include the 
Bowland Shale which extends over 
large parts of Central England, from 
Lancashire and North Yorkshire 
down to Cheshire and the East 
Midlands. In the case of Third Energy 
in North Yorkshire, the company 
is targeting tight gas formations 
embedded within the Bowland Shale. 
However, this is just an example of 
targeting slightly easier to extract 
resources first, before moving on to 
the shale itself later. Similarly, in the 
South East of England the shallow 
Kimmeridge Clay and deeper 
Lias shale formations are being 
targeted for tight/shale oil. Initially 
limestone (micrite) layers wthin the 
Kimmeridge Clay are being targeted 
for tight oil but extraction from the 
shale itself may be a longer term 
threat.

Fracking Frontlines
While every area which has been 
licensed is under some sort of threat 
and many unlicensed areas could 
be licensed in the future, the threat 
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is more immediate in some areas 
than others. Even people not living 
in these areas should be extremely 
concerned, as any new fracking 
foothold provides a spring board 
from which it could spread to other 
areas. These are some of the most 
important current front lines in the 
fight against fracking:

Lancashire – Cuadrilla Resources 
(Shale Gas) Fracking company 
Cuadrilla originally had plans for two 
large appraisal sites in Lancashire. 
After years of delays in its attempts 
to exploit the Bowland Shale due to 
community resistance, only one site 
at Preston New Road has so far been 
approved. Construction of the largest 
fracking site in the UK to date began 
in Jan 2017, but after unprecedented 
resistance during the construction 
phase Cuadrilla has quietly scaled 
back its plans to two instead of 
the initial four wells. Numerous 
contractors have dropped out of the 
project as resistance has spread to 
various support sites, including the 
yard of primary drilling contractor PR 

Marriott, where an ongoing blockade 
is in place. Cuadrilla’s original plans 
foresaw two years of drilling and 
hydraulic fracturing, producing vast 
quantities of toxic and radioactive 
waste, needing around 20,000 truck 
movements per site. As the drilling 
phase begins and resistance across the 
country mounts it can be hoped that 
it will take the company the full two 
years to execute even these scaled-
back plans, at great additional cost.

Sussex/Surrey – UKOG and others 
(Tight/Shale Oil) The threat of 
tight (shale) oil extraction in the 
Weald (between the South and 
North Downs) in Sussex and Surrey 
is now becoming critical. With 
fracking company UK Oil & Gas 
Investments (UKOG) acting as its 
main cheerleader, a series of wells 
have been drilled and tested at Horse 
Hill and Brockham in Surrey and 
Broadford Bridge in West Sussex. 
New wells at Leith Hill where Europa 
Oil & Gas has evicted a camp on the 
proposed site, and at Lidsey in West 
Sussex (owned by Angus Energy) 
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are in the pipeline. Further testing is 
planned at Horse Hill and Broadford 
Bridge. All this is targeting tight oil 
in limestone (micrite) layers within 
the Kimmeridge Clay shale. Most 
worryingly, Angus Energy is talking 
about trying to produce Kimmeridge 
tight oil from the new well on its 
existing Brockham site imminently. 
Exploitation of the Kimmeridge Clay 
would require thousands of wells to 
be drilled across the Weald Basin.

North Yorkshire – Third Energy 
(Tight/Shale Gas) In North Yorkshire, 
as in Lancashire, the Bowland Shale 
is the primary target, and companies 
are scrambling to try to exploit it. 
Cuadrilla and INEOS have recently 
acquired licences in the area, but an 
existing licence holder Third Energy 
has a head start, with planning 
permission for a hydraulic fracturing 
test on its Kirby Misperton well. The 
company plans to initially target 
tight sandstone layers within the 
Bowland Shale (so called tight gas), 
but this unconventional extraction is 
very similar to shale gas, and a step 
on the way to exploiting the shale 
itself. Ongoing planning issues have 
pushed Third Energy’s plans back 
into the second half of 2017 but work 
is likely to begin soon.

East Midlands – Ineos & IGas 
Energy (Shale Gas) A major fracking 
push is also underway in North 
Nottinghamshire where IGas 
Energy (with the backing of Total 
SA) is threatening communities in 
Bassetlaw, with a plans for a shale 
gas exploration site with 2 wells at 
Misson and another site with one 

well at Tinker Lane near Blyth, which 
is it talking about drilling before the 
end of the year. Meanwhile, Ineos 
has also acquired new licences in 
the area and has submitted planning 
applications for test wells at Marsh 
Lane and Harthill, to the south of 
Sheffield. Ineos has also begun work 
on a seismic survey, starting near 
its planned Harthill site, but with 
plans to roll on over large areas of its 
licences in the coming years.

Cheshire – Ineos & IGas Energy 
(Shale Gas) – As with the East 
Midlands, IGas and Ineos are 
the main players at present. IGas 
has plans to return and carry out 
additional testing on the well it 
previously drilled at Ellesmere Port. 
As with the East Midlands, Ineos 
has plans for seismic surveying 
across its new licence areas and this 
will reach Cheshire at some point. 
Ineos has also acquired a substantial 
quantity of fracking equipment 
(including five times as many frac 
pumps as Cuadrilla), asset-stripped 
from a Polish fracking company and 
is storing them at its Rocksavage 
chemical works in Runcorn.

Fracking Support Sites/Transport 
Routes
Don’t live near a fracking site? 
Consider the network of support 
activities required to enable 
fracking…

One fracking well requires several 
thousand truck movements, but 
while the number of wells per site is 
limited by practical considerations, 
at the other end of those journeys, 
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trucks from large numbers of wells 
may converge on a limited number 
of support sites. Those fracking 
trucks might be bringing frac sand 
(inhalation causes the lung disease 
silicosis or lung cancer), or taking 
away toxic/radioactive waste to 
be dumped elsewhere. Particularly 
threatened areas include Cheshire/
Norfolk (Sand Mines), Leeds/
Middlesborough (Liquid Waste) and 
a large network of transport routes 
bringing equipment and materials 
from as far away as Aberbeen and 
Great Yarmouth.

Fracking Timeline
In the second half of 2017 the fracking 
industry is planning a blitzkrieg 
of drilling and testing. Cuardilla’s 
much delayed and scaled-back 
plans at Preston New Road (PNR) 
in Lancashire are just the most 
high-profile, and advanced, of these 
projects. The pad at PNR has now 
been constructed and the company 
is trying to start drilling, and then 
fracturing, the first horizontal shale 
gas wells in this country. Third 
Energy is also planning a series of 
hydraulic fracturing tests during 
the second half of this year, in 
its existing vertical well at Kirby 
Misperton in North Yorkshire. The 
tests plan to target a number of tight 
gas formations embedded within the 
Bowland Shale.

In the East Midlands, IGas plans 
to drill vertical wells at two sites, 
Springs Road and Tinker Lane in 
Nottinghamshire during the second 
half of the year. Meanwhile, in the 
South East drilling of wells at Lidsey 

in West Sussex by Angus Energy 
and Leith Hill in Surrey by Europa 
Oil & Gas are imminent. Both will 
target the Kimmeridge Clay shale 
formation for tight oil. Additionally, 
Angus has been talking about trying 
to start producing tight oil from 
its recently drilled Brockham well 
soon. The company is embroiled 
in a planning dispute with Surrey 
Country Council over whether it had 
permission to drill the Brockham 
well in the first place, but production 
from the Brockham well would 
set a dangerous precedent for the 
industrialisation of large swathes of 
the Weald.

Finally, Ineos has begun a seismic 
survey across its newly acquired 
licence areas, starting near 
Rotherham, but is expected to roll 
out across large parts of the country 
in the coming years. It is likely that 
other companies which have acquired 
new licence areas will attempt to 
follow suit.

Fracking Resistance
It’s not just geological information 
that the fracking industry is interested 
in, “social data” on the economic risks 
associated with community resistance 
is gathered and shared just as keenly. 
This is where the anti-fracking 
movement comes in. The fracking 
fight is now moving into a new phase 
where causing physical delays and 
ramping up costs will hold the key 
to deterring future investment in the 
industry.

The present fracking situation in this 
country can best be described as a 
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slow motion invasion, being fought 
on numerous fronts, most actively 
by threatened local communities, in 
a manner reminiscent of guerrilla 
warfare. Not that you will find many 
Kalashnikov toting partisans in the 
home counties, or even Lancashire, 
but strategically, the modus operandi 
has many parallels. Fighting on 
numerous small fronts, the currently 
300+ local anti-fracking groups have 
been delaying and ramping up the 
costs of fracking projects, wearing 
down the opposition and deterring 
the investment on which the industry 
relies.

This is no reason to be complacent, 
the industry is in the process of lining 
up the most significant assault to 
date and the threat is spreading as 
more areas have been licensed. That 
said, the growing threat is mobilising 
more resistance every day and this 
community-based movement seems 
unlikely to be a flash in the pan – 
these communities have little choice 
but to stand and fight. In the end 
this is a fight to the death, either the 
fracking companies get to coat the 
country in tens of thousands of wells 
or we drive them in to bankruptcy. 
There are no other options.
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Fighting toxic prisons

For as long as there have been 
prisons there have been people 
fighting against prisons. The ‘Prison 
Industrial Complex’ (PIC) is a term 
coined to describe the overlapping 
interests of government and industry 
that use surveillance, policing 
and imprisonment as solutions 
to economic, social and political 
problems. The UK currently has the 
largest prison system of all Western 
European countries and is home to 
the most privatised prison system 
in Europe. Its cultural embrace of 
surveillance, policing and repressive 
policies are making it open ground 
for colonisation from North American 
and other companies seeking to 
exploit the custodial markets in 
the UK. This capitalist force is now 
extending to other repressive projects 
in Europe.

Thousands are criminalised, 
imprisoned and controlled, 
individuals and families are harmed 
and traumatised and poverty 
is perpetuated to allow a small 
minority of people to profit. The PIC 
sustains the sexist, racist, colonialist 
status quo and is a new frontier of 
Western Capitalism. There are a 
hundred reasons to hate prisons, 
but now folks on the edge between 
ecological struggles and movements 
against mass incarceration are 
working together to challenge the 
environmental injustices of prison 
society.

The connection between 
environmental injustices and prisons 
were first explored nearly three 
decades ago in the U.S. by prisoners 
and ex-prisoners that told multiple 
different tales of brown water in 
prisons that were labelled safe to 
drink by officials. More recently, 
there has been extensive research into 
“problems that arise when prisons 
are sited on or near toxic sites as well 
as when prisons themselves become 
sources of toxic contamination” 1.
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There are many documented 
instances of U.S. prisoners being 
forced to deal with toxic conditions; 
from massive dumps of toxic coal 
ash in Pennsylvania to the endemic 
spread of the potentially lethal valley 
fever in California. In Texas, high 
levels of arsenic in water consumed 
by prisoners is a reality. Now there 
are plans to build a federal prison on 
a mountaintop removal coal mine 
site. We are moving from blowing 
up mountains to mine coal to then 
incarcerating thousands of people in 
the debris and the toxic environment 
created by extreme energy extraction.

Meanwhile, in the UK we are facing 
the biggest prison expansion project 
in a generation. In November 2015, 
the British State announced their 
plans to build nine new mega-prisons 
across the UK. This has now been 
reduced to six, in addition to five 
new ‘community prisons’ for women. 
The announced locations include 
Full Sutton in East Yorkshire, Wigan 
in Greater Manchester, Rochester 
in Kent, Port Talbot in South Wales, 
and Leicester and Wellingborough 
in the Midlands. Whilst they are 
being painted with promises of the 
possibility of prisoner reform, the 
most obvious aim of the new wave 
of prisons is to introduce ‘market 
forces’. They are being designed 
with factories and workshops inside 
them to enable companies to exploit 
“a workforce of motivated prisoners 
who are looking to repay society 
and build outstanding business 
relationships with you” 2. The new 
mega-prisons will cage more than 
1600 people each, putting them in 

the ranks of the largest in Europe. 
HMP Berwyn, the new prison in 
Wrexham, North Wales is designed 
to warehouse more than 2100 people, 
making it the second biggest prison in 
Europe.

The initial planning stages of these 
prisons have been revealing of the 
environmental conditions of the new 
and existing prison sites. Many are on 
brownfield sites, with long legacies 
of industrial and polluting uses. 
Some are existing prisons that will be 
torn down with mega-prisons built 
in their place. Interestingly, many 
are in economic regions where other 
traditionally polluting industries are 
declining – such as the steel works 
in Port Talbot, which is the most 
polluted place in Britain according 
to a study which finds 40 areas of 
the country breaching World Health 
Organization (WHO) limits on air 
pollution 3. It is an economic strategy 
to sell prisons to an area as a way 
to employ large numbers of people; 
except this economy is built on caging 
human beings. One prison governor 
described prisons as being “the last 
remaining growth industry”.

At every proposed location for a 
new prison, there are different local 
ecologies that are threatened by 
these huge construction projects. In 
Leicester, run-off from construction 
activities threatens the Grand Union 
Canal resulting in the death of aquatic 
organisms and aquatic and terrestrial 
vegetation which could, in turn, 
disrupt a locally important habitat 
corridor. Bats, hedgehogs, and toads 
will all face habitat destruction.
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The Environmental Impact 
Assessment for the application 
stated that the prison proposes 
unacceptable pollution risks with 
foundation work creating pathways 
through which contaminants may 
be allowed to mobilise and migrate 
post-development, impacting 
controlled waters, site users and 
off-site residents. Ground gases and 
volatile vapours could enter proposed 
buildings and utilities infrastructure 
and present a potential health risk to 
site users. Contamination of the water 
supply and drainage systems could 
also occur from contaminated soils 
and groundwater.

Yet, the project was approved, despite 
local organised resistance and an 
awareness of these environmental 
dangers. It is the role of anti-
prison and ecological direct action 

movements to exert pressure on 
authorities in defense of ecosystems 
and future prisoners who will be the 
ones directly experiencing these toxic 
environments.

At Full Sutton in East Yorkshire, 
the planning documents reveal an 
even more shocking scenario. The 
site used to be a storage facility 
for nuclear weapons. It has been 
ranked as “A1” – a ‘high priority’ for 
inspection because of the radiological 
contamination on the site. Yet, no 
investigations have been undertaken 
and construction workers, prisoners 
as well as the surrounding area are at 
great risk if construction goes ahead. 
The site is also host to unexploded 
ordinances. There is a lack of capacity 
with the local sewer network to 
deal with the anticipated level of 
foul water from the prison, with 
suggestions that waste is transported 
away at a huge environmental and 
economic cost. This land would 
not be suitable for a housing 
development and therefore also not 
suitable for prisoners! However, just 
as Angela Davies stated that prisons 
“disappear human beings,” they also 
disappear land that is deemed as 
unsuitable for the rest of society.

Once built, prison environments 
themselves are highly polluting, 
with huge contracts with industrial 
cleaners, food sourced from industrial 
agriculture and the corporate food 
chain, and a huge market for the 
medical industrial complex and big 
pharma. No formal studies have been 
undertaken, but is clear for those 
of us that have been in prison that 
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we are living in toxic environments. 
Many prisoners develop chronic 
illnesses as a result of the stress, 
horrendous lack of nutrition and 
medical neglect they experience.

Prisons are a key part of the state 
apparatus used to repress social 
movements and maintain a capitalist 
and ecologically-destructive society. 
Prisons are a specific response to a 
moment of instability and crisis in the 
capitalist system. The destabilisation 
and containment caused by the prison 
industrial complex allows the state 
to perpetuate unpopular economic 
reforms that would not be possible 
in the face of strong resistance 
movements. 4

We can see in global resistance to 
environmental destruction, how 
many of our comrades end up being 
arrested and imprisoned. Fighting to 
abolish prisons is fighting to abolish 
the society in which prisons and 
human supremacy over nonhumans 
and the land can exist.

Right now, with a young prison 
abolition movement in the UK, 
support is needed to use the tools 
and experience of those that have 
been fighting environmental harm 
for decades. We needed bureaucratic 
resistance at the planning stages 
of these new prisons, community 
mobilisation at every turn, and 
widespread and unrelenting direct 
action.

The Campaign to Fight Toxic Prisons 
who have been doing amazing 
organising work in the US will be 

touring with Community Action 
on Prison Expansion at the end of 
September across England and Wales. 
Keep an eye on cape-campaign.org 
for the latest updates.

To get involved email info@cape-
campaign.org

Learn about the Campaign to Fight 
Toxic Prisons here: 
https://fighttoxicprisons.wordpress.
com/

1. http://www.earthisland.org/
journal/index.php/eij/article/
americas_toxic_prisons/
2. One3One Solutions, the Ministry of 
Justice’s trading arm
3. https://inews.co.uk/essentials/
news/environment/cumbria-open-
business-vital-road-reopens-winter-
floods/
4. http://anarchistnews.org/content/
brick-brick-creating-world-without-
prisons-layne-mullett
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While anyone who is aware of the 
destructive nature of some of the 
world’s largest mines may think that 
mining is pretty extreme already, 
it seems that as with many other 
components of industrial civilisation, 
the only way forward is downhill. 
Fracking and other unconventional 
energy extraction methods are being 
driven by a process, extreme energy, 
which is far from unique. Industrial 
civilisation has preferentially 
targeted the easiest to extract energy 
resources first, but as those have been 
successively exhausted, the system 
has blindly moved on to target 
increasingly more difficult to extract 
resources. A similar process has been 
playing out within the mining sector 
more generally where the continuous 
depletion of various metal ores and 
minerals is pushing the industry 
towards more extreme extraction.

Recognition of these trends can 
sometimes be difficult as mining 
for each different mineral resource 
is usually viewed separately and 
different resources are depleted to 
different extents, and are depleting 
at at different rates. Taking a step 
back, however, shows an industry 
which is pedalling ever harder to 
stand still. As with coal mining there 
has there has been an constant shift 
towards open-cast mining, as average 
ore grades have declined and the 
quantity of rock need has increased. 
The on-off plans to transition 

Extreme Mining: Growing Threats From 
Small Deposit And Seabed Mining

Australia’s second largest uranium 
mine, Olympic Dam, from a tunnel 
mining into an open-cast mine is a 
prime example. Creating the open-
cast mine would involve five years 
of digging out billions of tons of 
“overburden” to create a “super pit” 
before mining could even begin. At 
present those plans are on hold due 
to low commodity prices, but at some 
point – in order to keep producing 
uranium – the mine would have 
move to open-cast.

Small Deposit Mining
In Britain and Ireland, the new 
mining threat which is emerging does 
not currently present the obvious 
threat of these vast open-cast mines 
in other parts of the world. But it is 
being driven by the same underlying 
processes and heading in the same 
general direction. As prices have 
risen and larger deposits have been 
depleted, the industry is turning eyes 
to much smaller ones, or even looking 
to re-exploit old mines for their 
remaining deposits. This is so called 
“Small Deposit” mining, targeting 
numerous small, low quality mineral 
deposits in an attempt to replace 
more conventional production from 
larger mines. In some ways this has 
many parallels with fracking where 
one individual oil or gas has a limited 
impact, but the cumulative impact 
of the hundreds or thousands of 
wells required for fracking is another 
matter. Even more so than fracking, 
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The International Seabed Authority, 
located in Jamaica and created 
under the 1982 United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea, 
is currently issuing permits for 
seabed mining exploration. With 
the oceans covering 70% of the 
planet, relatively unexplored and 
mineral deposit on land depleting 
fast, dozens of exploration licences 
have already been granted for huge 
tracts of ocean floor. At present these 
licences are targeting a variety of high 
quality targets, such as polymetallic 
nodules, ferromanganese crusts and 
hydrothermal sulphides, containing 
metals such as copper, nickel, cobalt, 
manganese and iron.

Most licences are concentrated in 
the Pacific Ocean, Indian Ocean and 
along the mid-Atlantic ridge. This 
international licensing regime covers 
mining in the open ocean, outside 
the exclusive economic zones (EEZ) 
of individual countries, which may 
have their own individual licencing 
regimes for their EEZs. Countries 
that have begun licensing parts of 
their EEZ for seabed mining include 
Papua New Guinea, Tonga, Solomon 
Islands, Fiji, Vanuatu, New Zealand, 
South Africa and Japan.

Some seabed mining is already 
underway in shallow water. De Beers, 
for instance, is souring the seabed 
for diamonds at depths of around 
150 meters in a 2,300 square mile 
license area off the Namibian coast. 
The first serious deep sea mining 
effort is expected to begin in 2019, in 
the Bismarck Sea near Papua New 
Guinea. Canadian firm Nautilus 

small deposit mining has the 
potential to sneak in under the radar, 
one mine at a time.

In the UK, the Cambourne School 
of Mines, part of the University 
of Exeter, has obtained €7m of 
funding to research how to tap 
into a significant number of small, 
international metal deposits. A big 
issue in all extractive industries going 
forward is the high level of price 
variability, as the impacts of extreme 
energy amplify existing market 
instabilities. Small deposit mining is 
seen as having an additional benefit 
that it could be designed to be 
“switch on-switch off’ mining, enable 
miners to respond rapidly to market 
demands, and excavate materials that 
are desired most in any given period. 
Mining companies are not waiting 
around and a whole raft of new plans 
are on the drawing boards for new 
mining projects on these islands (see 
below).

Seabed Mining
Energy resource extraction (i.e. oil 
drilling) started on land but has 
move offshore, and is now moving 
into deeper and deeper water. For 
similar reasons, until now mining 
has been mostly confined to the 
land. Exceptions have included 
tunnel mining for coal which began 
straying out under the sea from the 
18th century and dredging for sand 
or gravel in shallow water, relatively 
easy to target and extract. With prices 
rising and better options depleting 
rapidly, the mining industry is 
turning its attention to mineral 
deposits on the ocean floor.
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Minerals plans to use three giant 
robots crawling machines (each the 
size of a house) to grind up rocks rich 
in copper, zinc and gold at a depth of 
1,600 metres and pump the slurry up 
to a custom-built surface ship at a rate 
of over 3,000 tonnes a day.

Seabed mining would certainly kill 
off most organisms living on seabed 
that would be excavated, but will 
create sediment plumes disrupting 
the natural movement of ocean 
water, and potentially smother 
entire ecological communities on the 
seabed. It might introduce nutrient-
rich deep water into surface waters, 
therewith causing algae blooms 
and dead zones and releasing 
heavy metals once out of reach to 
shallow-water organisms, which 
can accumulate up the food chain 
– potentially harming the health of 
humans consuming fish as well.

The UK is heavily involved in the 
seabed mining push. UK Seabed 
Resources Ltd, a subsidiary of 
US defence contractor Lockheed 
Martin, is one of the main companies 
exploring for polymedtallic 
nodules in the central Pacific 
Clarion-Clipperton Fracture Zone. 
Meanwhile, the mining machines 
for the first attempt at deep seabed 
mining by Canadian company 
in the Bismarck Sea near Papua 
New Guinea have been built a 
Soil Machine Dynamic’s facility in 
Newcastle Upon Tyne.

Emerging Threat In Britain & 
Ireland
In 2015, Wolf Minerals opened the 
first new metals mine in the UK for 
nearly half a century, after a wave of 
closures up and down the country 
in recent decades. Drakelands in 
Devon is one of the world’s top 
five producers of tungsten. But this 
is just part of a much wider trend. 
Sirius Minerals has recently begun 
construction of a polyhalite mine on 
the North York moors. the deepest 
mine in the UK (and the second 
deepest in Europe). The Woodsmith 
Mine will target the largest and 
highest grade deposit of polyhalite in 
the world. Meanwhile, the Cononish 
gold mine in Scotland has been 
reopened by Australian firm ScotGold 
last year.

These projects are just the tip of a 
looming iceberg, with a whole raft 
of mining plans at various stages 
of development. The Canadian 
company Strongbow Exploration has 
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announced plans to acquire 26 old 
tins mines in Cornwall and has plans 
to reopen the South Crofty tin mine 
in the near Redruth in the future. 
Meanwhile, Strategic Minerals and 
New Age Exploration have begun 
test drilling in preparation for mining 
tin and tungsten in Redmoor near 
Bodmin in Cornwall. Marine Minerals 
is even considering seabed mining for 
tin off St Ives, Perranporth, Portreath 
and St Agnes, while Treliver Minerals 
is planning to mine St Austell Bay for 
tin.

While a poliferation of new, more 
extreme, tin and tungsten mining is 
one threat to Cornwall, a potentially 
even larger one is posed by mining 
for lithium. Extraction operations 
would be more akin to fracking 
than mining; wells would tap hot 
brine from a depth of between 
400m and 800m, before being sent 
to a processing plant to extract the 
lithium. Extraction usually involves 
evaporation in very large ponds, 
thousands of acres in size, which 
can have significant impact on water 
resources and ecology. A joint venture 
between Cornish Lithium and 
Strongbow Exploration is the main 
player at present, with it being touted 
as Europe’s largest source of lithium.

Gold mining, the ultimate is wasteful 
excess, also has massive expansion 
plans with Ireland and Scotland in 
the firing line. Northern Ireland is 

claimed to have the seventh richest 
undeveloped seam of gold in the 
world. At present there is only active 
gold mine in the whole of Ireland, 
run by Galantas Gold in Omagh, 
but it has permission to expand and 
many other plans are on the table. 
For instance rural communities in 
the Greencastle area of Co Tyrone 
are currently fighting plans by a 
Canadian company, Dalradian Gold 
Ltd, for a gold mine and cyanide 
processing plant to separate the 
gold from ore. Meanwhile south of 
the border Irish gold mining firm 
Conroy Gold and Natural Resources 
is targeting four new gold zones in 
County Monaghan.

Other threats include zinc-copper-
lead mining at Parys Mountain in 
Anglesey, zinc mining near Tara in 
County Meath, Ireland and mining 
for coking coal (distinct from thermal 
coal which is in a price slump 
at present) near Whitehaven in 
Cumbria, as well as on the Scottish 
border around Gretna and Canonbie. 
These are not isolated one-off 
projects, but just the most attractive 
of large numbers of small/low 
quality deposits which the mining 
industry will be looking to exploit 
as larger/higher quality deposits 
around the world are depleted. While 
industrial civilisation continues on 
its destructive path, the pressure for 
more extreme mining is only going to 
grow.
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Renewable Energy: The Alternative 
That Isn’t

Industrial-scale technologies always 
come at large social and ecological 
costs. The (slow) institutional turn 
towards renewable energy systems 
(RES) in the last thirty years, which 
has becoming increasingly popular 
even in the face of a recent reactionary 
backlash, is not necessarily a ‘good’ 
thing – certainly, in its present 
articulation, not as a solution to 
ecological and climate crises. In fact, 
renewable energy systems might 
even pose a more insidious foe, 
disguising ecological destruction and 
renewing the operations of industrial 
capitalism under the banner of the 
green economy. This raises a number 
of issues to consider.

First, what level of benefit sharing 
and/or violence is necessary to 
implement these projects? Just like 
traditional fossil fuel extractive 
industries, unequal benefit sharing, 
corporate profit-models and the 
military-police-paramilitary nexus 
influence the creation of these 
projects, especially when rolled 
out on a global scale. This is to say, 
renewable energy projects entail 
various degrees of land grabbing, 
disposession and political violence 
depending on the specific context 
they are establishing themselves.

Second, what is the energy from 
these renewable systems being used 
for? Said simply, it is not powering 
your eco or utopian future, it is 

renewing capitalism and powering 
the expansion of Wal-Marts, 
Coca Cola, Heineken, industrial 
construction companies, mining 
corporations, military-bases, police 
stations and much more. Have you 
seen the field of solar panels next to 
your progressive police station? The 
capitalist system is trying to make 
political policing and repression 
‘sustainable’ and self-reinforcing. The 
system which renewable energy is 
being plugged into is based on the 
idea of infinite growth on a finite 
planet. Renewable energy is trying to 
solve an unsolvable problem.

Third, where do the energy and 
raw materials for renewable energy 
systems come from? Industrial-scale 
wind, solar and hydro all derive 
their raw materials from the earth, 
requiring extractivism and the 
creation of large-scale mines akin to 
the popularly protested coal mines 
in the Global North. All renewable 
energy systems necessitate various 
quantities and types of steel, copper, 
rare earth minerals, plastics, oil 
and concrete. Wind energy requires 
vast quantities of steel for their 
towers (and sometimes their blades 
when they are not fiberglass); large-
amounts of reinforced concrete for 
their foundations that vary in size 
depending on their location (on 
average 6.5-14 meters deep and 16-21 
meters in diameter, but can exceed 
this in mountainous and lagoon 
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like terrain); rare earth minerals 
for the magnets; above and below 
ground electrical infrastructure; oil 
to lubricate blades (that leak, look for 
the black splatters and strips); and 
plastic components. Solar and hydro 
are similar: they require steel, copper 
wiring, rare earth minerals and 
lubricants; electrical infrastructure 
systems require steel frames, and, 
importantly, large environmental 
interventions to alter landscapes and 
sometimes domesticate rivers. All 
industrial-scale projects, renewable or 
otherwise, necessitate large tracts of 
land, clearing local habitats, impact 
water tables as well as animal and 
bird populations.

Fourth, what is the scale and quantity 
of these projects? There is a big 
difference between two industrial-
scale wind turbines and 10, 20, 30 
or 2,000. Small-scale consumption 
of renewable energy systems is 
relatively uncontroversial, but the 
quantity of any renewable energy 
system necessary to power industrial 
society and consumption will require 
an insane amount of mining and 
land. At large scales, the knock-on 
effects of renewable energy systems 
become apparent. Most scalable 
renewables are highly variable and 
so would require massive energy 
storage systems to replace even a 
fraction of the current consumption. 
Hypothetical storage systems of 
the scale required propose flooding 
vast highland areas with seawater-
filled pumped storage lakes, with 
predictably devastating results. 
Despite massive hype, renewable 
energy only provide two percent 

of human energy consumption at 
present and attempts to scale them 
up will only increase their negative 
impacts. Whole sectors of current 
energy consumption can probably 
never be run on renewable energy 
– battery-powered heavy goods 
vehicles, for instance, do not appear 
at all feasible.

If you consider large-scale industrial 
renewable energy systems as a 
‘solution’, please consider these four 
points and ask: Is this really different 
from fossil fuel technologies? Does 
my conception of renewable energy 
and the image promoted by their 
marketing actually just disguise the 
fossil fuel extraction taking place out-
of-sight, out-of-mind in the Global 
South? Renewable energy might 
be the ‘lesser evil’, but this lesser 
evil allows evil to continue existing 
and proliferate a greater quantity 
of mining, habitat destruction and 
overall ecological degradation.

Even the most ‘sustainable’ 
renewable energy systems being 
touted by NGOs, corporations and 
states are founded on the myth of 
infinite growth and the reality of 
global ecological collapse.
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International Updates

Call for defending the occupation of the Hambach Forest

The Hambach Forest has been occupied for five years. For five years people 
have been building and defending tree houses in order to protect the trees they 
are living on. For five years, diggers, cops, and secus have kept coming closer. 
Officially, the forest is owned by RWE, a multinational energy company that 
does not only want to kill the thousands-of-years-old forest, destroy habitats, 
dispossess and displace residents from the surrounding villages to generate 
power. With its production of lignite in the Rhineland, RWE is Europe’s single 
largest emittor of CO2 emissions – A company that does not shy away from 
exploiting the entire world in order to maximise its profits. It is a company 
that significantly contributes to generating situations forcing people to leave 
their countries of origin. Because the people who first have to deal with the 



52

consequences of global warming are not those profiting from coal, but people 
from the global South. This makes our struggle part of the struggle against 
imperialism, against oppression and racism. What happens here does not 
happen by accident. It is a symbol of the capitalist system. And we are working 
on means of attacking it.

For five years we have not only been attacking RWE, but a system of hierarchy 
and exploitation that facilitates the company’s mania for profit. It is very clear 
for us that the fight for climate justice is intimately linked with the struggle for 
a world without hierarchies, a world far away from capitalistic coercion where 
major companies do not yield any power over human beings and nature! It 
is intimately linked to a world where everyone has the right and courage to 
defend their opinions and principles without being silenced by repressions 
from the state and system! The fact that the occupation is still alive after 
five years is proof for the fact that it is possible to resist, that it is possible to 
dedicate your life to your own maxims and that we will succeed in turning 
theory into praxis. Only by organising collectively and through courage were 
we able to fight for this freedom and free space and to maintain it. Despite 
repressions, despite many of us having been beat up, abused and imprisoned, 
we are here and will stay here!

With direct action we were able to cause damage to RWE, because of sabotage 
and blockades the company lost millions of Euros. The damage done to the 
company’s image due to the broad publicity on the consequences of lignite 
extraction is unpredictable. Although RWE continues to dig for lignite and 
destroy everything that is alive and beautiful we showed that it is possible to 
influence events. Because in a system that allows few to exploit an entire planet 
to still their own greed, resistance becomes a duty. Time is ticking. If lignite 
extraction is not stopped immediately it is impossible to stop climate change. 
Time is ticking for the forest, too. Starting in October, RWE has permission to 
continue cutting trees. If the company cuts 70ha of forest as planned, a large 
majority of the ancient ecosystem will be lost irrevocably and the only forest 
occupation in German speaking countries will be evicted and destroyed. This 
is not only about protecting a forest. This is about global justice, and it is about 
making a company accountable. We can only achieve this when we are many!

All fighting the state and capitalism! Turn your theory into praxis. Help us to 
maintain this freedom and free space, shape it and defend it!

Starting in September we will hold workshops in the forest that will give 
everyone the skills to be active in and around Hambi in the way you find 
most attractive and suitable. We will pass on all abilities necessary to occupy 
a tree and carry out other actions. From October onwards we are planning 
a large-scale occupation of the forest making it impossible for RWE to cut 
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the remaining area. In case you cannot come to the forest then help us and 
yourselves from wherever you are. Spread this call, show that you stand in 
solidarity with the resistance in the Rhineland, or drop by for a couple of days 
and actions during the cutting season between October and February. Get in 
touch. There are as many possible ways of supporting this occupation as there 
are people.

Keep up to date, keep informed:
hambacherforst.blogsport.de
facebook.com/hambacherforstbesetzung
And keep it running. Get in touch: hambacherforst@riseup.net

Zone A Défendre – Europe’ largest autonomous 
zone against an airport and its world

A community fights on against the invation of the bulldozer empire. And as 
the empire grows, the community must also grow, and look for those to join 
the fight… For over 40 years, a storm cloud has been gathering over a rural 
area of farms, fields, houses, marshlands and forests, 25km north of the city of 
Nantes, France. As an integral part of the massive expansion of the so-called 
“eco metropole” of the grandquest, the local government has been buying 
up an area of over 1000 hectares of land to make way for the construction of 
a so-called “high quality environmental” project – a new airport, highway 
bypass and tgv train line. This zone is known as the “ZAD”, “Zone d Aménage 
Différé”, and to us who resist as the “Zone a Defendre”.

It’s like living in the playground you always dreamt of as a child. (Camille, 
occupier of the zad.)
That’s how I resist, by keeping working till the police arrive. Whether we like it 
or not we have become more than ourselves.
(Marcel, Farmer living and working on the zad.)

Politicians call it “a territory lost to the republic”. The local farmers and 
villagers, activists and naturalists, squatters and trade unionists, who are part 
of the growing movement against the airport and its world, call it – The zone to 
defend – the ZAD.

The ZAD of Notre Dame de Landes, France, is a huge liberated territory 
against an airport and its world. The zone has been occupied since 2009 
following France’s first climate camp (inspired by the UK camps) and is part 
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of a 40-year struggle against a major capitalist infrastructure project, due to 
replace the perfectly functioning award-winning airport of Nantes.

4000 acres of wetlands, fields and forests have become a vast laboratory of 
commoning, where 250 people in 60 different collectives live together without 
the state, occupying the land and experimenting new forms of life. With its 
bakeries, pirate radio station, tractor repair workshop, brewery, banqueting 
hall, medicinal herb gardens, a rap studio, dairy, vegetable plots, weekly 
newspaper, flour mill, library and even a surrealist lighthouse, the ZAD has 
become a concrete experiment in taking back control of everyday life. In 2012 
the French state’s attempt to evict the zone was fiercely resisted and the police 
have not set foot there since. Every time the threats of eviction resurface, such 
as last autumn, over 40,000 people take part in creative acts of disobedience to 
defend the zone, including planting thousands of walking sticks into the earth 
as a pledge of resistance and blocking the main bridge of the city of Nantes 
with 500 tractors and thousands of bikes.

Since the election of the new ultra neoliberal president, Macron, a set of three 
mediators has been assigned to find a ‘solution’ to the conflict. Even if the 
airport project is cancelled, the movement has agreed that the ZAD as a new 
commune for the 21st Century must remain, in all its diversity and with its 
land run outside of the state institutions. Meanwhile, the state has said it will 
evict the zone – airport or no airport.

Two occupiers of the ZAD will be doing a UK-wide info tour in November, 
if you or your group would like them to pass by your territory, email us at 
zadforever@riseup.net. Between the 17th -24th August an « intergalactik » 
camp is taking place on the zone. See website for more info. For more about 
the ZAD (in French and English) see zad.nadir.org. For a dedicated english 
language blog see zadforever.blog

We remain determined. Join the fight!
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Site Practicalities
Everyone is crew!
For the Gathering to run well, we need everyone who can to get involved – in 
doing the dishes, chopping wood, building toilets and all other jobs that need 
doing. Come to the morning meeting at 9am to find out what areas need help. 

Gate Tent
The gate is the place to go when you arrive, to get your programme, to pay for 
food and camp, for any queries you have, for transport information, for lost 
and found property, to have a cup of tea, a chat and much more. Important 
information such as local hospital/doctors can also be found at the gate tent. 
The gate tent needs to be staffed throughout the gathering. Please volunteer for 
a shift if you can.

Money
At EF! Summer Gathering we are working with a sliding scale in the hope 
that those with more income/assets/savings/resources will support those 
who have less, and for whom paying to get in is prohibitive. The entry price 
is to help cover the costs of the gathering (site hire, plumbing, structures, 
transport…); the gathering is not for profit. We ask that everybody attending 
makes a donation between £15-50 if you can – according to what you can 
afford. Please remember if you pay at a price at the lowest end of the scale 
when you can truthfully afford the higher ticket prices, you are limiting access 
to those who truly need your solidarity. And remember NO-ONE is turned 
away if they can’t pay!

Food
The EF! cooks are providing vegan meals for £5 per day, or £3 per day for 
kids 12 and under (but no-one will have to go hungry even if you can’t pay!). 
Meals should be ready at 8am for breakfast, 1pm for lunch and 7pm for dinner. 
Kitchen volunteers are always needed - please listen for announcements at the 
morning meeting, or ask directly at the kitchen tent.

Water
The water tap is located at the lower end of the field (next to the kitchen). This 
is where you can fill up your water bottles, etc. On the upper end of the field 
near the toilets there will be tippy taps for hand washing which will need 
regular refilling – please help out when you notice that is the case.

Washing up
To reduce the risk of infections spreading around the site, we ask that people 
do ‘batch’ washing up rather than everyone washing their own plates. Please 
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volunteer for a stint of washing up during the gathering (unless you are ill or 
are doing toilet duty!) – ask if anyone currently washing up wants to leave, and 
make sure that you have washed your hands carefully before you start!

Toilets
We have toilets on site, including wheelchair user-friendly ones. If there are any 
problems with the toilets or the handwashing needs replenishing, please sort 
it out yourself or let a member of the toilet crew know. And please wash your 
hands!

Rubbish and Recycling
Recycling bins are provided; please use the correct ones. Clear up after 
yourself, including bottle tops, fag ends etc. Keeping the site clean and tidy 
and using the recycling facilities is our collective responsibility – don’t assume 
someone else will clear up after you and if you see something that needs doing, 
well, you get the idea…

Camping
Camping space is in 4 areas: Accessible Camping for people in tents or live-ins 
with mobility restrictions, close to toilets and workshops; Family Camping 
is half-way up the field for easier access but away from evening noise; Live-
in verhicles can park outside of the site, half a mile down the road (and have 
their own toilet). Everyone else is welcome to camp anywhere on the site in the 
designated areas or in the woodland surrounding the site. Please don’t ‘block’ 
more accessible spaces if you don’t need to, and move up the field.

Power & Lighting
Power is all off-grid and therefore limited. There will be a cinema and evening 
lighting/music. There may be phone charging on site but we ask you to leave 
your phones in tents.

Power-down and noise
Please be aware not to disturb workshops during the day, so keep noise down. 
Power down will be at 11pm on Wednesday and Thursday, 12am on Friday 
and 1am on Saturday and Sunday. Please keep noise to a minimum after that, 
to help keep us all a happy well-slept community!

Accessibility
Accessibility camping is on the bottom of the field, next to the welcome tent 
and the first aid tent and will have an accessible toilet. We are hoping for access 
boards, and please ask at the gate if you have any specific needs.

First Aid
We have a first aid point at the gate tent – they will be able to contact a first 
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aider for you. For site safety please let someone know if you get sick or have 
diarrhoea. If you are a first aider please register at the gate tent so that your 
skills can be called upon during the gathering if needed.

Fire Safety
We have one firepit on site. For safety reasons we ask that no other fires are lit 
on site at all.

Smoking
No smoking in any covered spaces please. Take care not to set bales of straw on 
fire, and dispose of any butts in landfill bins.

Dogs
Please contact us in advance if you want to bring a dog, as there are limited 
places for dogs. Dogs must be on leads at all times on site and all mess cleaned 
up immediately. People bringing dogs will take responsibility together for 
ensuring that this all works smoothly, nimbly aided by a trusty coordinator.

Vehicles
Except in exceptional circumstances, live-in vehicles should be parked in the 
designated parking area half a mile away from the site.

Prisoner Support
There is a dedicated prisoner support space in the Welcome Tent. It has 
materials for letter writing, making cards and banners, so we can connect with 
our comrades behind bars, and info and literature about prisons and prisoners.

In the words of Earth First! in the US:

“Prisoner support is integral to radical movements because resistance breeds 
repression. We know that any successful movement that is making real gains will be 
met with repression and people will face jail time as a result of their contribution to a 
better world. Not only do people within the movement have an imperative to support 
people facing incarceration as a result for their beliefs and/or actions, but people who 
accept support from the movement while they are incarcerated have an imperative 
to respect individuals within and the movement as a whole by not cooperating or 
testifying against codefendants. Police and federal agents will at least threaten to 
treat you worse if you do not cooperate. Prepare for this by knowing one’s rights and 
common tactics of the police to break solidarity within the movement. Keeping people 
feeling strong and connected will greatly help them to stand up for themselves, their 
rights and their ideologies, staying silent in the face of courts, interrogators and grand 
juries.”
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Workshop Descriptions
Wednesday
Introduction To Earth First! & the Gathering
Weds 9:30 (30 mins) Earth First!
If it’s your first time or you’re curious about how EF! and the Gathering work, 
come and ask questions and hear a bit about why Earth First! and why people 
got involved. See how the EF! network can support your passion to fan the 
flames…

Ecofeminism and Animal Liberation: A History of Theory and Practice
Weds 10:00 (75 mins) Animal Liberation
What is ecofeminism? How did it start and where has it gone since then? 
What is the intersection between women’s liberation and animal liberation? 
This session will address these questions as well as covering the key debates 
of ecofeminism, and how it differs from, and intersects with, other forms of 
feminism and ecology, and the relationship between women’s oppression and 
the oppression of animals other than human animals. This will be followed by 
an open group discussion on our thoughts and opinions of ecofeminism, and 
where our views lie in relation to it.

Camp Hygiene
Weds 10:00 (75 mins) Camp Skills
General principles to keep people at camps healthy and how germs spread.

How To Set Up A Field Kitchen
Weds 10:00 (75 mins) Camp Skills
Key practical and health considerations for field kitchens.

Intro to Sabotaging Hunting with Dogs
Weds 11:30 (90 mins) Animal Liberation
A practical introduction to direct action tactics to protect wildlife from 
hunting. We’ll talk a bit about how hunts work and how we can disrupt them 
from killing, then get straight on with practising with the equipment and 
tactics. We’ll also be covering skills useful in other situations as well, like 
communications in the field and ideas for working as a team. This could give 
you the confidence to join your local hunt saboteurs group or help you be more 
effective if you already sab.

Learn About Laying Out A Site
Weds 11:30 (90 mins) Camp Skills
Best practice for laying out a site, including legal requirements such as fire 
lanes and licensing laws.
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How To Build Hands-Free Hand-Washing Stations
Weds 11:30 (90 mins) Camp Skills
A must for camp hygiene, simple & low-tech.

Green = Vegan & Vegan = Green
Weds 14:00 (60 mins) Animal Liberation
Considering the impact on non human life by human devastation of our 
shared environment, including water pollution from animal farming runoff, 
soil compaction from hooves, desertification from overgrazing, rainforest 
destruction for crops grown to feed the 60 billion animals a year, air pollution 
and disease from shit spraying. Carbon footprint of MAD (MeatAndDairy). 
Methane, land (ab)use which could be growing plants to feed humans directly.
Impact of fracking and fossil fuels which has an even greater impact on the 
lives of animals than on humans. Cows as biggest fish consumers. Spiritual 
malaise of carnism.

Simple Site Plumbing
Weds 14:00 (60 mins) Camp Skills
Basic principles, including soak-aways.

How To Put Up Marquees And Domes
Weds 14:00 (60 mins) Camp Skills
Learn how to erect structures & maintain them against the elements.

How to Start a ‘Save Movement’ Group
Weds 15:15 (120 mins) Animal Liberation
The UK Save Movement has gone from one small group in Manchester to over 
40 nationwide in just over a year. The proliferation of bearing witness with 
the slaughterhouse vigil has been astounding, but it has meant learning hard 
lessons – one being the importance of starting a group the right way. During 
this workshop we’ll discuss the steps to take to become an effective organiser 
in one of the fastest growing Animal Liberation movements in the world.

Seeing beyond the crises: the role of speculative fiction
Weds 17:30 (90 mins) Critical Reflections
In these times of Trump, austerity and looming catastrophic climate change 
it’s sometimes hard to envision that another world is still possible. In this 
workshop we’ll look at how the speculative fiction of Ursula le Guin, Marge 
Piercy, Starhawk and others can help us to keep imagining better futures in 
order for us to fight for them now.

Trauma Release Exercise
Weds 17:30 (90 mins) Solidarity and Resilience
Trauma Release Exercises (TRE) are a series of exercises that assist the body in 
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releasing deep muscular patterns of stress, tension and trauma. (Max 10 people 
– Please book in Wellbeing Space.)

Who is Human-Enough in Anthropocentric Culture? A Guide to Ahuman 
Activism
Weds 17:30 (45mins) Animal Liberation
Merging philosophy and practice, this talk challenges the elevated status of 
white able masculinist humans within our movements and wider society. 
Exploring feminist queer thought we will uncover what ‘anthropocentrism’ 
really means and how the process of objectification, dehumanisation and 
animalisation oppresses not only animals and the earth but also ourselves. 
To look into remedies for this system, we will dive into the world of ‘ahuman 
activism’, a radical approach to animal liberation and ultimately a way to 
empower and emancipate ourselves.

Speak Your Values: Being an Effective Animal Ally through Language
Weds 18:15 (45 mins) Animal Liberation
Language shapes the way we think. This workshop will address some of the 
most common problems that arise during everyday conversation and some 
of the ways we can use language to better advocate for other species. I argue 
that by simply bringing attention to these engrained and damaging language 
practices we create a space in which they can be challenged, positively and 
unapologetically.

Thursday
Introduction To Earth First! & the Gathering
Thurs 9:30 (30 mins) Earth First!
If it’s your first time or you’re curious about how EF! and the Gathering work, 
come and ask questions and hear a bit about why Earth First! and why people 
got involved. See how the EF! network can support your passion to fan the 
flames…

Everyday Anti-Speciesism: The Liberation Pledge
Thurs 10:00 (75 mins) Animal Liberation
The Liberation Pledge is simple. Publicly refuse to eat animals; Publicly refuse 
to sit where animals are being eaten; Encourage others to take the pledge. The 
Liberation Pledge is an everyday anti-speciesist action. It is a refusal to bystand 
those committing hate crimes and violence against animals. Animal Justice and 
the end of the Animal Industry Complex will only come about by changing the 
public discourse and norms, and legitimising this challenge against everyday 
speciesism. This discussion will explore the basis of the Liberation Pledge; the 
practicalities; the impact; and the discovery of the speaker’s own speciesism as 
a vegan. See liberationpledge.com.
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Regional Meet-Ups & What Next
Thurs 10:00 (75 mins) Earth First!
Chance to network with individuals/groups from your region, build links, 
assess threats, initiate collaborations and build solidarity. (Main space)

How to stop charter flights and end deportations
Thurs 11:30 (90 mins) Campaigns/Issues
Back in March we successfully stopped a charter flight to Nigeria and Ghana, 
but how do we #StopCharterFlights for good? In this participatory workshop 
we’ll explore the current context of the Home Office’s racist border policy, the 
brutal practice of charter flights and the ongoing resistance from those most 
affected. We’ll also explore options for getting involved in the campaign to 
#EndDeportations.

Setting up an Eco-Direct Action group
Thurs 11:30 (90 mins) Earth First!
This workshop is for you if you are thinking about starting a new ecological 
direct action group or getting more people into your existing one. Come along 
to explore the challenges, assess different ways of organising and search for 
possible solutions. For example: how do you get more people involved if 
you are worried about security? How do you build enough trust to take risks 
together when lots of people are squeezing their activism into limited time?

Trauma Release Exercise
Thurs 11:30 (90 mins) Solidarity and Resilience
Trauma Release Exercises (TRE) are a series of exercises that assist the body in 
releasing deep muscular patterns of stress, tension and trauma. (Max 10 people 
– Please book in Wellbeing Space)

Women’s self defence (for women and grrls – 16 years old and above – only)
Thurs 11:30 (90 mins) Practical Skills
A chance to learn and practice some verbal and physical strategies that we can 
use to defend ourselves in our daily lives, and talk about some of the tactics 
we’ve used in the past – accessible and inclusive, of all body shapes/ sizes/ 
abilities – even if you are injured we can adapt exercises to suit you better. wear 
comfortable clothes that you can move in. bring water to drink.

Burnout and Resilience – Village building at the end of the world
Thurs 11:30 (90 mins) Solidarity and Resilience
Activism often means being at the spear tip of Grief, burn out and trauma. It 
affects not only us but the groups and campaigns we work within. This is a two 
hour experiential exploration of the meaning of burn out and what we can do 
to utilise it in order to learn about ourselves, capitalism’s part in it and the path 
to the regenerative culture our communities and planet so desperately need.
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Incite, Conspire, Inspire: Getting Active in Animal Liberation
Thurs 11:30 (90 mins) Animal Liberation
To change everything, start everywhere. We want to set a healthy discussion 
on how decentralised direct action is key towards total liberation. We will also 
try to analyse and to reinvent and acquire methods and techniques used by 
activists in other front lines that will most certainly be effective in the animal 
liberation movement. Don’t cling to the old world. The secret is to begin.

Extreme Mining Threat: From Pacific Seabeds To Our Countryside
Thurs 14:00 (60 mins) Campaigns/Issues
As easier to extract energy resources are depleted the system is blindly 
moving on to more difficult targets. This process, extreme energy, has given 
us fracking, tar sands and arctic drilling but it is far from unique. Mining is 
also subject to similar pressures. A concerted effort is underway to open up 
the worlds seabeds to mining, with UK companies in the lead. Closer to home 
large numbers of small mines, so called Small Deposit Mining, are becoming a 
threat, targeting metals including gold, lithium, tin, zinc and tungsten as well 
as potash and coking coal across our countryside.

An introduction to re-evaluation co-counselling
Thurs 14:00 (90 mins) Jamie
Re-evaluation counselling theory provides a model of what a human can 
be like in the area of their interaction with other human beings or their 
environment. The theory assumes all humans are born loving and good 
with a zest for life and genius potential but these qualities become blocked 
and obscured due to accumulated distress experience (fear, loss, pain, anger, 
embarrassment) which begins early in our lives. When adequate emotional 
discharge can take place we are freed from the rigged pattern of behaviour and 
feelings left by the hurt, and more able to look after ourselves, others and our 
environment and more capable of fighting injustices.

Self defence for Queers (of all genders)
Thurs 14:00 (60 mins) Practical Skills
An opportunity to meet other Queer people, and discuss/ share strategies 
we can use to defend ourselves vs a -phobic world, also to learn and practice 
some physical moves and strikes – accessible and inclusive, of all body shapes/ 
sizes/ abilities – even if you are injured we can adapt exercises to suit you 
better. wear comfortable clothes that you can move in. bring water to drink.

Dirty Secrets of the Shooting Industry
Thurs 14:00 (60 mins) Animal Liberation
The shooting industry portrays itself as conserving the countryside while 
providing sport and food. We present the dirty secrets they don’t want you to 
know about: the factory farm conditions birds are reared in; the environmental 
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impact of the industry on the countryside; and the huge extermination of 
all predators needed to make it viable. This is even before the cruel and 
pointless slaughter of millions of birds on shoot days. Once you’re armed with 
information, the workshop will have a short discussion about ideas for action.

Bender Building
Thurs 15:15 (120 mins) Practical Skills
A bender is one of the oldest British travellers all year round abode of choice, 
and it is this eco-home that has kept eco-protectors on camps or in trees 
warm, dry and close to nature since the beginning of road protest. A practical 
demonstration of how to construct a bender in 30 minutes and less time to 
dismantle leaving no trace. All we need is the woods or a hedge to harmlessly 
‘coppices’ or cut 2/3 year old ideally hazel poles to ‘bend’ into the the 
surprisingly strong shape, and a tarpaulin for the rain.

So you want to change the world, huh?
Thurs 15:15 (120 mins) Critical Reflections
Is social change possible in our current context? Do we still believe in 
revolution or utopia? This interactive workshop will explore the emotions 
of living in our times of crisis, then take a look at some of the strategies and 
theories of change that might help us take a step towards radical social change.

History, Origin and Development of the Kurdish Struggle
Thurs 15:15 (120 mins) Critical Reflections
A massive radical social movement built on a deep criticism of the state aspires 
to eradicate borders, puts women’s liberation at the top of its agenda, has 
spent decades creating advanced systems of direct democracy and places huge 
importance on ecology. This movement wants to re-shape not only the Middle-
East, but the world. How come you’ve only just heard about it? This workshop 
will explore the history, origins and principles of the Kurdish Freedom 
Movement, and what we can learn from it.

Learn field-massage for activist care and resilience
Thurs 15:15 (120 mins) Solidarity and Resilience
This is adapted Indian Head Massage so it can be used in many tense situations 
from tree occupations to helping people in lock-ons. It spans shoulders, 
neck, head, and face, no oils, done in a seated position, and can be done 
over clothing. Consensual and caring human touch and massage can help 
emotional and physical connection and resilience amongst activists. Intro will 
touch on respect for personal boundaries, consent, and safety applicable to 
the workshop content. No need to arrive with a partner, but let me know if 
you have a partner preference at the start of the workshop. You’ll be guided 
to practice techniques on each other. Waist-up clothing optional and non-
judgemental space. Age 16 and up. Maximum 14 people.
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Reclaim your Power and Cut the Cords that Bind
Thurs 15:15 (120 mins) Solidarity and Resilience
You will learn where you give your power away (e.g. to the police!) and how 
you can call it back . Energetic cords develop in relationships & interactions 
of all kinds, it is through these that we feed and are fed by the other. Some 
of these cords are loving and supportive: we will be working to remove the 
cords that no longer serve our highest good. This is a powerful and thoroughly 
effect tool for activists. Come with an idea of a person you wish to work with: 
something simple to enable you to learn the technique. The group nature of this 
event means is not a suitable space to work with an event that traumatised you. 
Bring a yoga mat or something to lie on, a blanket and whatever you’ll need to 
be comfy and warm when you lie down for approximately half an hour. There 
will be teaching prior to the ritual to enable you to use this tool on your own.

Total Liberation Workshop
Thurs 15:15 (120 mins) Animal Liberation
This is an interactive workshop where anyone can chose to participate or 
simply listen in and observe. The aim is to learn about unequal power relations 
in our activism and everyday life, so as to recognise and dismantle them. We 
will examine how different oppressions are interlinked and we will exchange 
practical tips for facilitating non-oppressive spaces that will benefit humans, 
animals and the earth.

Green capitalism
Thurs 17:30 (90 mins) Critical Reflections
This workshop, based on Corporate Watch’s new A-Z guide, will be a brief 
introduction to the ideas around Green Capitalism. This new manifestation 
of capitalism represents attempts to incorporate for ever more aspects of the 
natural world into market systems while at the same time trying to make 
capitalism appear ‘green’. It is of course a huge lie, but a dangerous one, 
threatening to seriously exacerbate existing global ecological crises. The 
workshop will introduce the ideas, discuss them, then give some opportunity 
for participants to reflect on how it relates to movements they are part of.

Beyond our Blockers
Thurs 17:30 (90 mins) Critical Reflections
Are you wanting to challenge yourself to step up your game? Do you have 
blockers that are holding you back? Fears? Feelings of inadequacy? Or maybe 
just a lack of vision for your future self? We’re at a time in history when 
courageous action is badly needed, and the future will be most actively created 
by those who have liberated themselves from the ties that bind us. Join us as 
we delve into ourselves and draw on the collective wisdom to discover ways 
that enable us to move beyond our blockers…
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Osho’s No Dimensions movement meditation
Thurs 17:30 (90 mins) Solidarity and Resilience
An elegant, powerful and transformative three part active meditation. 
Osho understood Westerners lived much of our lives in our heads and he 
designed processes to bring us back into our hearts & bodies, then gently into 
meditation. The process takes one hour, most of it is standing. Wear loose, 
comfy, layered clothes. It is done to music. If you haven’t done this meditation 
before please arrive 15 mins early and I will take you through the three stages, 
the breath, sound and movements used.

25 years since Twyford Down
Thurs 17:30 (90 mins) Critical Reflections
Twyford Down saw the first major environmental direct action protests in 
the Uk, starting in 1992. Come and hear about the protests and take part in a 
discussion of some of the things we have learnt since those far-off, naive days.

Fox Hunts, Badgers, Wildlife Persecuting and What’s Going on in the Cull 
Zones
Thurs 17:30 (90 mins) Animal Liberation
We’ll discuss our experiences of hunting, badger baiting and wildlife crime, 
particularly within badger culling zones and the potential effect that these 
activities are having on badgers and the spread of bovine tb plus ideas on 
moving forward, countrywide, to combat wildlife crime in a more sustainable 
way. See: network23.org/3CHuntSabs and network23.org/GlosBadgerOffice 

Protectors’ guide to fracking in North Yorkshire – suitable for beginners and 
old hands
Thurs 17:30 (90 mins) Campaigns/Issues
Bringing you up to speed on the KM8 campaign to this point and the lay of the 
land as we move into the final stage of resistance: civil disobedience. Including 
the national context of the shale gas campaign – Will 2017 be the year fracking 
comes to Yorkshire? Not on our watch. Join us on the fracking frontline!

Friday
Introduction To Earth First! & the Gathering
Fri 9:30 (30 mins) Earth First!
If it’s your first time or you’re curious about how EF! and the Gathering works, 
come and ask questions and hear a bit about why Earth First! and why people 
got involved. See how the EF! network can support your passion to fan the 
flames…
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How to fix people – Part 1
Fri 10:00 (180 mins) Action Skills
Workshop teaching all the first aid you might need while out on an action. 
Covering basic emergency medicine, airway management and CPR, wound 
care, burns, teargas and pepperspray, dehydration, and more. Suitable for those 
with no experience and those with years of it. We will tailor the morning to 
those present. Plus plenty of time to practice and cover any other topics you 
want to know about.

Self defence for young people – aged 12-16
Fri 10:00 (75 mins) Practical Skills
Games and exercises to give our kids the skills they need to defend themselves, 
both verbally and physically, in a range of situations. Parents and carers very 
welcome to attend/ watch – accessible and inclusive, of all body shapes/ 
sizes/ abilities – even if you are injured we can adapt exercises to suit you 
better. wear comfortable clothes that you can move in. bring water to drink.

AR Funding: Making Money From the System, to Fight Against the System
Fri 10:00 (75 mins) Animal Liberation
Capitalism sucks. Money is hard to come by but it is sadly something we need 
in order to keep fighting the system. Our plan for this talk is to give some key 
points from our experience, but mostly have an open discussion about how to 
fund from the system to work against the system.

Campaigns Round-Up (UK & international)
Fri 10:00 (75 mins) Earth First!
Your campaign’s chance to plug what you’ve been up to in the last year & call 
out for people to get involved!

Debunking Nuclear News-speak
Fri 11:30 (90 mins) Campaigns/Issues
Come and find out how nuclear issues are misrepresented in the media, 
find out how to spot the lies and manipulations in an interactive workshop 
designed to help you navigate mass media messaging.

Resisting Coal In Germon€y
Fri 11:30 (90 mins) Campaigns/Issues
For over five years, a movement of dedicated eco-defenders have been fighting 
the energy giant RWE on many fronts – from the annual climate camps with it’s 
mass actions to the Hambach forest squatters with their tree-sits and blockades 
of forest-wrecking machinery, from concerned locals filing law-suits to night-
time ‘infrastructure-maintenance’, a broad variety of tactics are being deployed 
to bring a halt to the ever-consuming death machine of the coal fueled industry. 
A review on the actions happening in the Rhineland region and a call for more.
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Diversity, Openness and Complexity: Tools for Resilience
Fri 11:30 (90 mins) Critical Reflections
We live in confusing times, where events seem to be moving so quickly that we 
are frequently thrown off-balance and forced to grapple with the latest shock, 
the latest surprising and socially-traumatising turn of events. In the relativistic 
abyss of post-truth, post-modern FAKENEWS, how do we maintain (or build) 
our capacity to respond to the latest twist with resilience? How do we move 
beyond rage and depression to fight from a place of passion? How might the 
interplay between diversity, openness and complexity inform our practice and 
psycho-social stability?

Activist self-defence 101 (non-macho)
Fri 11:30 (90 mins) Practical Skills
Intro to basic self-defence for activist and everyday life contexts. Common-
sense over fancy techniques. Try to get there on time for a bit of a stretch to 
avoid injury. No prev.experience needed. Bring a plastic bottle if you want 
some weapon/baton defense at the end. Age 14 and up. Maximum 14 people.

Over, Under, Through: Fences And Overcoming Them
Fri 11:30 (90 mins) Action Skills
When trying to take direct action we are often held back by fences. Come 
and find out about different types of fences, and how to get past them in a 
variety of ways. This is not just for people who are confident with heights and 
climbing! There will be an emphasis on how we can support each other to get 
a whole group where it needs to be, when possible. There is a practical element 
to this workshop so wear clothes and footwear that you can move and climb in 
at a level you feel comfortable with.

Gentle Stretch & Kundalini Yoga Class
Fri 11:30 (90 mins) Solidarity and Resilience
Mixed ability adult yoga class

Anarchism and Animal Liberation
Fri 11:30 (90 mins) Animal Liberation
By looking to the state for reform and punishment for those ‘breaking the 
rules’ we are legitimising the very structures and institutions responsible for 
the oppression of non-humans and humans alike. How can we take practical 
steps towards an effective liberation movement which is not shaped by liberal 
reformism?

Prisoner Support – Why and How
Fri 14:00 (60 mins) Solidarity and Resilience
A workshop exploring why and how to support prisoners. With practical ideas 
for everyone involved in social struggle about how to make prisoner support 
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more visible and effective. Bristol Anarchist Black Cross – 
bristolabc.wordpress.com

Taming the Press
Fri 14:00 (60 mins) Campaigns/Issues
Five billionaires control around 80% of the national press and use it to promote 
their own agenda. The resulting distortion of facts undermines democracy as 
people are unable to make informed choices. It also corrupts reality in areas 
such as immigration, fracking and climate change. Rising Up are running a 
campaign of civil disobedience to end their stranglehold. Find out more and 
see how you can join the fight in reclaiming democracy and a fair press.

Hello Anarchism
Fri 14:00 (60 mins) Critical Reflections
What is anarchism and what does it mean to you? How does it relate to Earth 
First! and to what we/you do? A participatory discussion.

Consensus is the worst form of decision-making (except for all the others!)
Fri 14:00 (60 mins) Critical Reflections
Consensus Decision Making (CDM) is not perfect, but it’s still better than many 
of the other options- or is it? A communal critique that tries to be honest but 
not scathing, aimed at those familiar with at least the basics of CDM. This isn’t 
just a place for arch-individualists to slag off collective decision-making, but a 
place where we can be honest about some of CDM’s shortcomings and try to 
crowd-source and brainstorm some solutions.

Intro to Drax burning biomass and coal – Part 1
Fri 14:00 (60 mins) Campaigns/Issues
Drax Power Station is still the UK’s joint largest coal burner, and the world’s 
largest burner of biomass. The government has pledged to phase out coal by 
2025, but has no plan for how to do this without relying on forest-destroying 
large-scale biomass, nuclear energy or gas. We desperately need to transition 
to a more sustainable energy system and culture, but how? And what will this 
look like? In the first half of this workshop, we will look at Drax, its interests in 
three forms of dirty energy and the campaign against it, with opportunities to 
get involved and help organise the next stage of the campaign.

Sabbing the Badger Cull
Fri 14:00 (60 mins) Animal Liberation
The government’s culling of badgers shows no signs of letting up with, new 
zones for badger killing announced again this year. This workshop covers 
a brief introduction to the badger cull with a practical focus on how to help 
physically stop it with info on your nearest cull zone and how to get involved.
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Liberating Life: The Kurdish Women’s Movement and Women All Around 
the World
Fri 15:15 (120 mins) Critical Reflections
Women’s liberation is one of the central tenets of the Kurdish Freedom 
Movement, and the revolution that is taking shape in Rojava / North Syria. In 
the geography where patriarchy was born, a radical new women’s movement 
is creating autonomous spaces and structures for women’s economy, justice 
and healthcare systems, fighting and self-defence forces - even a women-only 
village is now being constructed. What can we learn from this experience, and 
how can we build real alternatives to patriarchy and capitalism in a broad, 
transnational women’s movement? Led by a Kurdish activist and a solidarity 
activist, this workshop is open to all self-identified women.

How to fix people – Part 2
Fri 15:15 (180 mins) Action Skills
An extension of the morning workshop covering longer term health care 
issues you might experience in squats, occupations, refugee camps, isolated 
actions, gatherings like EF!, etc. Covering basic hygiene, infectious diseases, 
how to prevent outbreaks, food poisoning, dehydration, respiratory diseases, 
managing problematic alcohol/drug use, mental health and self care. Suitable 
for those who have no experience and those with years of it. We will tailor the 
afternoon to the skills of those present. Plus plenty of time to practice and cover 
any other topics you want to know about.

Ecology and autonomy: An anarchist midwife’s view of birth
Fri 15:15 (60 mins) Solidarity and Resilience
With a background in direct action, challenging power hierarchies, and 
defending ecologies and human rights, I came to midwifery thinking I was 
heading in a new direction – how wrong I was! After 3 years training within 
the NHS I have worked 3 years in an independent midwifery team. This 
workshop is a space to chat about the birth spectrum in the context of our 
values, politics, and instincts, and for me to be useful to anyone with birth 
questions. Please also come along with related skills/knowledge/experience to 
contribute to the discussion.

Setting up an Eco-Direct Action group
Fri 15:15 (120 mins) Earth First!
This workshop is for you if you are thinking about starting a new ecological 
direct action group or getting more people into your existing one. Come along 
to explore the challenges, assess different ways of organising and search for 
possible solutions. For example: how do you get more people involved if 
you are worried about security? How do you build enough trust to take risks 
together when lots of people are squeezing their activism into limited time?
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Intro to Drax burning biomass and coal – Part 2
Fri 15:15 (120 mins) Campaigns/Issues
Drax Power Station is still the UK’s joint largest coal burner, and the world’s 
largest burner of biomass. The government has pledged to phase out coal by 
2025, but has no plan for how to do this without relying on forest-destroying 
large-scale biomass, nuclear energy or gas. We desperately need to transition 
to a more sustainable energy system and culture, but how? And what will this 
look like? In the second half of this workshop, we will broaden the discussion 
to an interactive radical critique of our energy system and culture, and ask 
what needs to happen to make our energy production and consumption more 
in line with what our planet and those who live on it can take.

Foraging And Plant Identification
Fri 15:15 (120 mins) Practical Skills
Tour of the site, identifying and collecting a variety of wild plants and 
discussing their uses for food, medicine and other applications as well as folk 
lore and history. Introduction to some commonly foraged plants and foraging 
etiquette and personal safety. Countryside management act is at applies to 
foraging will be briefly covered. Examination of the nutritional and health 
benefits of wild foods and the ‘polyculture vs the monoculture’. Consideration 
of wild and home grown food as a part of community self-sufficiency and 
autonomy. Open discussion and knowledge sharing.

Yoga for Kids & Young People – Let go & Relax
Fri 15:15 (60 mins) Solidarity and Resilience
The class will be a playful introduction to animal stretch poses and imaginative 
relaxation techniques. Suitable for 5 yrs and over. Children under 8 yrs need to 
be accompanied by an adult.

Learning from the Past: Animal Liberation, Animal Rights and Vegan 
Outreach
Fri 15:15 (120 mins) Animal Liberation
Animal Rights has a long activist past in the UK, particularly Hunt Sabbing, 
Anti-Vivisection, SHAC and welfare campaigns. Animal Liberation has existed 
alongside as a theory informed by anarchism and a practice, such as the ALF. 
Veganism and Vegan Education has been mostly dominated by the charity 
sector, although more recently by a new wave of vegan activists. Other tactics 
and strategies have been emerging more recently. This interactive panel and 
audience discussion will explore what we can learn from the successes and 
failures of our pasts.

Land Rights
Fri 16:15 (60 mins) Campaigns/Issues
69% of land in the UK is owned by 0.6% of the population. This lies at the heart 
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of so much inequality and environmental degradation. It allows the rich to 
control and exploit natural resources and forces the rest of us to be beholden 
to them for food, shelter and other needs. Land should belong to everyone – it 
was stolen from our ancestors many generations ago by deception and force. 
Many other countries have active movements for land rights, what can we do 
to join the fight for land rights here too.

Blockading Training
Fri 17:30 (90 mins) Action Skills
This workshop aims to put all the blockading skills together into one 
workshop. People will practice working in teams, looking after each other 
emotionally, providing mutual support and working safely. We aim to include 
skillshares on the use of lock-on tubes, tripods, car lock-ons, and more. A 
golden opportunity to skill up and be awesome!

Co-operation & Consensus that works
Fri 17:30 (90 mins) Skills For Working In Groups
Consensus decision-making needs co-operation, which is not always easy to 
find in a society built on competition. A fun session using group activities to 
explore what it means to co-operate, and how we can support ourselves and 
each other to leave competition at the door when we sit down to do consensus. 
(Rhizome)

Smashing Rigs and Bashing Fascists: In Defence of Violence?
Fri 17:30 (90 mins) Critical Reflections
The capitalist system is inherently violent. Those resisting it and other forms 
of oppression and environmental destruction are often labelled violent, with 
no critical examination of the concept from an ethical or tactical perspective. 
Often, an absolutist pacifism is the norm in radical movements. This workshop 
aims to address that, with three key points: Sabotage and property destruction 
are morally justifiable good tactics; Self-defence is morally justifiable and can 
be tactically useful; Violence, in the form of riots and militant anti-fascist action 
can be both morally justifiable and tactically/strategically useful.

Facing The Fracking Threat: Spreading Resistance
Fri 17:30 (90 mins) Campaigns/Issues
Behind the word “fracking” there is a toxic and destructive industry intent on 
spreading its influence across the globe. But its Achilles Heel is that it requires 
billions in investment to even get started in an area. Threatened communities 
across this country have been been banding together to resist this invasion, 
using a diversity of tactics which are slowing the industry down and raising 
its costs. Looking to the future we examine the timeline of planned fracking 
testing in various front lines across the country, and particularly the numerous 
support sites and transport routes the industry relies on. Spreading the current 
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resistance is key to making the industry toxic to further investment.

Animal Liberation, Animal Rights and Vegan Activism: Mapping the Scene
Fri 17:30 (90 mins) Animal Liberation
In the UK and across Europe, there has been a huge increase in people 
identifying as vegan and undertaking some form of activism or outreach, 
one example being the Save Movement. As a member of Bristol Animal Save 
and a PhD anthropology student, I discuss what the Save Movement aims to 
achieve, how it converges with and diverges from longer running animal rights 
campaigns and the frequent misconceptions that are held when the terms 
animal rights and animal liberation are used interchangeably.

Night navigation
Fri 20:00 (120 mins) Action Skills
An introduction to navigating and gaining confidence in the dark through a 
night time simulation involving map reading – children welcome as long as 
accompanied by an adult who can be responsible for them – bring a torch.

Saturday
Introduction To Earth First! & the Gathering
Sat 9:30 (30 mins) Earth First!
If it’s your first time or you’re curious about how EF! and the Gathering works, 
come and ask questions and hear a bit about why Earth First! and why people 
got involved. See how the EF! network can support your passion to fan the 
flames…

Mass Catering Without Slop
Sat 10:00 (75 mins) Practical Skills
Here I try to convince you that cooking for large numbers is not as scary as you 
may think. You will be shown the kitchen facilities to give practical insight into 
the infrastructure. Then a talk ranging from menu preperation to recipe writing 
and common mistakes to flavour enhancing tips.

Self defence for kids – aged 7-12
Sat 10:00 (75 mins) Practical Skills
Games and exercises to give our kids the skills they need to defend themselves, 
both verbally and physically, in a range of situations. Parents and carers very 
welcome to attend/ watch – accessible and inclusive, of all body shapes/ 
sizes/ abilities – even if you are injured we can adapt exercises to suit you 
better. wear comfortable clothes that you can move in. bring water to drink.
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Regional Meet-Ups & What Next
Sat 10:00 (75 mins) Earth First!
Chance to network with individuals/groups from your region, build links, 
assess threats, initiate collaborations and build solidarity (Main space)

Zine Making Drop-in
Sat 11:30 (mins) Creative Resistance
Come along and make a mini zine about something that’s on your mind, 
which you can then take home and photocopy. Zines are still a relevant, DIY 
and accessible way to share radical ideas. Materials and tips provided by an 
experienced zinester.

Red Tent
Sat 11:30 (90 mins) Solidarity and Resilience
Women play so many roles in modern life that can wind up defining them. The 
red tent is a place where we let go of all this and take time to just be ourselves. 
We give each other space to talk uninterrupted and free from judgement 
about how we are feeling. Join us to experience the sense of sisterhood that 
is so essential for our well being but hard to find in our patriarchal society. 
As women we carry so many burdens, the red tent is a safe space to lay them 
down aided by the love of your sisters. We open with a check in session where 
women can discuss their feelings in a non judgemental, confidential space. 
Then we would invite anyone to share any poems, visualisations, songs etc 
they may wish to share and end with some restorative activity time (if there is 
time left). Open to all women (defined as people who don’t identify as a man).

Animal Liberation Forum 1: Collective Goals
Sat 11:30 (90 mins) Animal Liberation
The ‘Animal Liberation Forum’ is a full day’s facilitated discussion to 
explore and understand our collective goals, strategies and tactics for Animal 
Liberation, Animal Rights and Vegan Outreach. This first session will explore 
what we want to achieve as individuals and organisations/groups. We 
will discuss how these agendas fit together and begin to make sense of the 
legitimacy of our different priorities.

How to close down a nuclear bomb factory*
Sat 11:30 (90 mins) Campaigns/Issues
This workshop will look at:- 1) The “Nuclear Chain” of production in the UK; 
2) Radioactive contamination and health consequences of resourcing, building, 
transporting, maintaining, testing, disposal of UK nuclear weapons; 3) The 
carbon-footprint of the UK nuclear weapons systems; 4) The environmental 
and human consequences of the use of UK nuclear weapons (just one Trident 
submarine could kill almost 50 million people and unleash a nuclear winter!); 
5) Diversion of financial and human resources from other social/environmental 
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issues; 6) Vulnerabilities and how we can exploit them. * Answer – it’s piss easy 
and we’ve done it loads of times!

Ende Gelände 2018
Sat 14:00 (60 mins) Campaigns/Issues
The German coal mines are the largest source of CO2 emissions in Europe; 
destroying the 12,000 year-old Hambacher Forest and displacing thousands 
of people. The mines are strongly resisted by local communities and the 
Hambacher Forest occupation. In 2015, over 1,000 people invaded Garzweiler 
mine, broke through police lines and shut it down; in 2016, 4,000 people closed 
down the Lausatz mine. This August, thousands are expected to join the camp 
to say: till here and no further – through mass actions of civil disobedience, 
covert affinity group actions and more. People from the UK will be cycling to 
EG, others are taking buses and trains. Interested to learn more?

What’s happening with the Nukes?
Sat 14:00 (60 mins) Campaigns/Issues
Come and find out/share information about what are the latest happenings in 
the anti-nukiller struggle in the UK.

Resisting the New Legal Threats to Protest Movements
Sat 14:00 (60 mins) Campaigns/Issues
Environmental activists ordered to pay £10,000 compensation to mining 
company Miller Argent. Anti-fracking campaigners facing defamation threats. 
Injunctions leaving sympathetic locals scared to give protest camps food for 
fear of breaching a court order. These tactics have been around for years, so 
is this just business as usual? Or are companies feeling bolder in taking on 
protesters? We need a debate on how social movements (and Netpol) respond 
to these legal threats. Is it with more information? Better legal support? Or 
stronger political solidarity? With so much experience and knowledge at the 
Summer Gathering, this workshop will offer a space to discuss how we more 
effectively resist rich corporations with expensive lawyers.

Ecology and the Kurdish Freedom Movement
Sat 14:00 (60 mins) Critical Reflections
Ecology is a central tenet of the Kurdish struggle, but arguably its least 
developed. This workshop will explore concepts of ecology in the Kurdish 
Freedom Movement, ecological struggles in Bakur (North Kurdistan / East 
Turkey), as well as the ecological situation of Rojava (North Syria). We hope 
this workshop will inspire direct action!

Zine Collective
Sat 14:00 (60 mins) Earth First!
The idea for the Whirlwind EF zine was was born at last year’s summer 
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gathering. The first issue came out in January 2017, and the second is combined 
with the programme for this gathering. This discussion is an invitation for you 
get involved in making issue 3. Whether you want to write, proofread, edit, 
illustrate, promote, distribute or admin, come along and join our collective.

Animal Liberation Forum 2: Collective Vision
Sat 14:00 (60 mins) Animal Liberation
This second session of the ‘Animal Liberation Forum’ aims to explore our 
different visions and ideals. We will explore whether a collective vision exists 
for the movement, or whether multiple visions co-exist for different sections 
of the movement. You are welcome to join if you did not attend previous 
session(s), but kindly be mindful that as a group we may have already 
discussed issues you wish to raise. The facilitator may exercise their judgement 
and group’s prerogative not to revisit.

How to do allyship / solidarity activism?
Sat 15:15 (120 mins) Critical Reflections
As activists in the UK and the global north we have certain privileges and 
responsibilities in relation to struggles in the global south. How do we meet 
these responsibilities and how do we show solidarity and not replicate 
oppressive and colonial behaviours? Join us to explore these complex issues.

What will it take to finally end coal?
Sat 15:15 (120 mins) Campaigns/Issues
Coal mining results in cultural genocide against indigenous people, ecosystem 
devastation and compounding rural poverty. Yet campaigning against coal has 
a real chance of an irreversible victory against the entire industry. Complete 
success is possible, but certainly not inevitable, unless action is taken. Come 
and find out how you can end the destruction!

Dealing with the Legal System
Sat 15:15 (120 mins) Solidarity and Resilience
This workshop looks at the legal aftermath if you should be charged with an 
offence. Topics include… minimising legal risk,dealing with the court process 
and legal system, possible costs and consequences, representing yourself in 
court.

Tripod Blockading
Sat 15:15 (120 mins) Action Skills
Working at height gives considerable advanatges to blockaders and the tripod 
is one of the most versatile ways of achieving this. This will be a skill-share and 
practical workshop learning to use a scaffolding tripod and to work as a team 
to ensure safety and success. P.S. Did you know some Police constabularies 
don’t have a climbing team?
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Mediation Intro
Sat 15:15 (120 mins) Skills For Working In Groups
A introduction to conflict, states of mind and the skills and processes for 
resolving conflict through mediation.

Internet security for activists
Sat 15:15 (120 mins) Campaign & Strategy Skills
A workshop covering basic internet operation, the use of VPNs and TOR to 
anonymise internet activity ,internet service providers and the law, problems 
with ISP monitoring and record keeping and how it can be avoided, proper 
set-up and use of web browsers, secure chat/messaging applications their 
uses and failures, secure email applications, common applications and the 
information that they collect and broadcast about you.

Animal Liberation Forum 3: Strategies
Sat 15:15 (120 mins) Animal Liberation
This third session will explore our understandings of (1)  what a future vegan 
world might look like; (2) what the final stages of transition to this world 
might look like; and (3) what we imagine the final lead up to such a transition 
will involve. The content of this workshop will necessarily be contingent on 
the progress made during the morning’s workshops. This session is relatively 
independent of the morning’s ‘AL Forum’ sessions and you are welcome to join 
if you did not attend these.

Fighting Toxic Prisons
Sat 17:30 (90 mins) Campaigns/Issues
All over the world prisons are toxic environments causing social and 
ecological harm. This workshop involves a talk by the Campaign to Fight Toxic 
Prisons from the US, sharing how they are linking anti-prison and ecological 
struggles. Info will then be shared about resistance to the 6 new mega-
prisons in England and Wales, which themselves are proposed for toxic sites, 
including radiological contamination and asbestos pollution, as well as habitat 
destruction at every site. Community Action on Prison Expansion – 
cape-campaign.org Empty Cages Collective – prisonabolition.org Campaign to 
Fight Toxic Prisons – https://fighttoxicprisons.wordpress.com/

Solar PV, renewables and the battle for the grid
Sat 17:30 (90 mins) Critical Reflections
With an eye on reducing consumption there’s enough solar and wind resource 
in the in the UK to power the country. But how will this work as we shift to 
a electric heating and electric transport and demands massively increase. By 
building energy efficient houses, dealing with grid peaks, interconnecting 
community power grids, inter-seasonal storage and creating our own 
community run energy companies as is being done in some places in Germany 
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we can take control of our own energy. This talk looks at some trial examples 
in the UK and asks why isn’t it being done more extensively. It looks at the 
rise of the electric car and the impact this will have on the grid and our lives, 
and at the resource implications and solutions. Whilst the UK Government 
has recently announced £ 246 million to battery research, how will that help us 
and where is it going? The National Grid’s recently publsihed National Grid – 
Future Energy Scenarios calls for a huge increase in Nuclear, and should that 
centralised, toxic and costly option be even considered?

Animal Liberation Forum 4: Aligning Strategies
Sat 17:30 (90 mins) Animal Liberation
This final session of the ‘Animal liberation Forum’ will conclude by sharing 
our different pictures of a vegan future, transition period and activism. We will 
explore how our individual strategies and tactics support these visions and 
grand strategy. We will conclude by inquiring into how our different strategies 
and tactics might align to bring about such a vision. You are welcome to join 
if you have not attended the previous session(s). Elements are stand alone, 
whilst other elements will deepen earlier conversations - so be mindful that as 
a group we may have already discussed issues you wish to raise at length. The 
facilitator may exercise their judgement and group’s prerogative not to revisit 
these issues.

Campaign-Based Networking: Nuclear, Aviation, Bio-Energy & Roads
Sat 17:30 (90 mins) Earth First!
This workshop will start in the main marquee but split down into separate 
campaign sessions (in different spaces) after a very brief introduction to 
the available campaigns. Each session will focus facilitating a space where 
participants can network and organise around their chosen issue. Campaigns 
will include Nuclear, Aviation, Bio-Energy and Roads.

Not seen, not heard: Moving about in the dark without being detected
Sat 20:00 (120 mins) Action Skills
‘Not seen, no heard: Moving about at night without being detected’ – a 
practical exercise in ways of dressing and moving that gets you in place for an 
action without raising the alarm.

Sunday
Introduction To Earth First! & the Gathering
Sun 9:30 (30 mins) Earth First!
If it’s your first time or you’re curious about how EF! and the Gathering works, 
come and ask questions and hear a bit about why Earth First! and why people 
got involved. See how the EF! network can support your passion to fan the 
flames…
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Improving queer inclusion at EF! and beyond: Discussion session
Sun 10:00 (75 mins) Critical Reflections
Inviting queers, non-queers and those as yet undecided to share stories and 
ideas about how we can work together to make EF! a more inclusive space 
for LGBT+ people. This will be a facilitated discussion. Everyone will have an 
equal chance to join in the discussion no matter your background but you do 
not have to speak if you’d rather just listen.

Keeping the Lights On
Sun 10:00 (75 mins) Critical Reflections
No – we don’t need fossil fuels (or nuclear). A look at the technology and 
practices that can enable us to generate, store and transport all the energy we 
need from safe renewable sources, plus models of how we can achieve this.

Working with Conflict
Sun 10:00 (75 mins) Skills For Working In Groups
An exploration of the skills and attitudes needed to really hear different 
points of view and move through conflict in groups and between individuals 
(Rhizome)

Communique
Sun 10:00 (75 mins) Creative Resistance
Communique is a network for activists who write – if that’s you, then come 
and meet us and find out more

Using the menstrual cycle to optimise your activism
Sun 10:00 (75 mins) Solidarity and Resilience
Women are cyclical beings, with different energies peaking at different points 
of the menstrual cycle. We will discuss how to work this to our advantage, to 
make our lives as activists more fulfilling empowering and effective. Women 
who do not have menstrual cycles will also benefit from this workshop as it 
is all about listening to your own body and feelings and tracking the cyclical 
changes that occur, often in time with other factors. All genders are welcome to 
come and learn more.

Child, Young People & Parent Drama & Voice Workshop
Sun 10:00 (90 mins) Creative Resistance
Come and play with your body and voice, explore role play, sound and 
working as a group. Children under 8 must be accompanied by an adult.

Animal Liberation Stream 2018: Planning
Sun 10:00 (75 mins) Animal Liberation
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Direct actions against sensitive infrastructure
Sun 11:30 (90 mins) Critical Reflections
For the last few years, more and more groups have been using direct attacks 
against important infrastructure of the mining giant RWE to bring a halt to 
their destruction of mother earth. From paint bombs on their offices to smashed 
up machines and arson, this workshop tries to give a little insight into the 
methods of the various actors in the german coal resistance, using mostly 
communiques from the groups involved to let them speak for themselves.

Cooperative Economy in Rojava
Sun 11:30 (90 mins) Critical Reflections
The complex system of direct democracy being built in Rojava is based on a 
complex system of neighbourhood communes, committees and cooperatives. 
This workshop will provide an interactive learning experience focused on the 
cooperative economy aspect of the Rojava Revolution and ask the questions, 
“What can we learn from this experience?” and “How can we stand in 
solidarity with it?”

Spycops & Latest On Pitchford Inquiry
Sun 11:30 (90 mins) Campaign & Strategy Skills
A chance to catch up on the latest developments on undercover police, 
including what has been learned from the four undercovers exposed this year. 
Also looking at where things stand with the Pitchford Inquiry into the issue 
and what we can expect.

Accomplices Not Allies: Shared Reading
Sun 11:30 (90 mins) Critical Reflections
How do we practice meaningful solidarity? Let’s read an article together 
and discuss what it means to us. Presented by Kebele Library as part of the 
Anarchist Shared Reading project.

Frack Watch: Keeping Tabs On The Fracking Industry
Sun 11:30 (90 mins) Campaigns/Issues
The fight against fracking is partially a battle over information. The industry’s 
standard practice is to try to hide, obscure and diminish the appearance of its 
activities until it is too late to effectively oppose it. Gathering and distributing 
accurate information on the activities of the fracking industry is crucial to 
making resistance possible. This workshop aims provide a concise overview of 
what the industry does, the procedures and equipment it uses, and best ways 
of collecting useful information on it.

Animal liberation and wider social justice movements
Sun 11:30 (90 mins) Animal Liberation
There is a growing recognition within social justice movements of oppression 
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being interrelated, with a healthy and continually developing culture of 
identifying such interlinked oppression, yet animal oppression is not always 
recognised within this, and attempts to challenge animal oppression are often 
met with hostility. This workshop aims to explore how animal liberation can 
be embedded more widely into wider social justice movements, as well as 
exploring the need for the animal rights movement to remain part of the wider 
social justice movement, which it has historically always been part of, to avoid 
being isolated.

Sustaining Resistance
Sun 14:00 (90 mins) Solidarity and Resilience
Tools for effective, sustainable activism which can help us avoid burnout and 
stay in it for the long haul, adding continuity to our movement building.

Organising the next EF! (winter moot & summer) gatherings
Sun 14:00 (60 mins) Earth First!
Come learn about how you can get involved in the exciting resurgence of Earth 
First! in Britain. Get involved in collectives to organise next year’s Winter Moot 
& Summer Gathering – now is the time to start planning for an even better 
gathering next year!

Growing Earth First! – local groups, web, publications and more
Sun 14:00 (60 mins) Earth First!
Come learn about how you can get involved in the exciting resurgence of Earth 
First! in Britain. Get involved in helping run the EF! website and talk about 
launching dynamic new initiatives to engage and inspire new people.

Defence Against The Dark Arts: Information Security for the Discerning 
Anarchist
Sun 15:15 (120 mins) Campaign & Strategy Skills
Stop being paranoid – take action. Explore scenarios where your security is 
in danger, identify what you need to protect, the threats and suitable counter-
measures. The state does not have infinite resources – let’s exploit that! This 
workshop will be drawing on real world experience of high risk situations 
where compromises are inevitable and the human is always the weakest link.

SoilHack: The Politics of Soils
Sun 15:15 (120 mins) Campaigns/Issues
This workshop will introduce the amazing world of soils and their incredible 
role in sustaining biodiversity and life. Soils are threatened and destroyed by 
capitalism and industrial agricultural practices. This workshop will introduce 
how a grassroots movement is emerging in their defense. SoilHack is a DIY 
knowledge sharing network sharing network focused on soil. farmhack.org/
wiki/soilhack-wiki
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Build your own lock-on!
Sun 15:15 (120 mins) Action Skills
A skill-share and practical construction workshop on building lock-on devices. 
How to buy a lot of time with only minimal resources through to the practical 
construction of arms-tubes containing multiple layers to slow down even the 
best equipped cutting teams by hours. Come with your experiences to share 
but don’t wear your best clothes as it could get messy!

Facilitated discussion on EF! Culture & Strategy
Sun 15:15 (120 mins) Earth First!
An exploratory discussion identifying the key characteristics of the 
movement’s culture. What are the impacts of our culture on strategising? What 
might we want to change, and how?

Re-wilding
Sun 15:15 (120 mins) Critical Reflections
A chance to talk about re-wilding projects in the UK, what they offer our 
ecological future and to look at other challenges faced by restoring the ecology 
of these islands. This is an informal discussion, so come and talk about any 
projects are involved in – or just some to find out more.

Mass Mobilising the Animal Liberation Movement
Sun 15:15 (120 mins) Animal Liberation
Currently there are an estimated 540,000 vegans in the UK and the number is 
rapidly rising. But relative to the number of vegans we only have a handful 
of activists. If we are able to inspire even 10% of vegans to engage in regular 
direct action for the animals we can become an extremely powerful political 
force capable of changing the world. Drawn from cutting-edge research on 
mass movements and civil disobedience this workshop will introduce some 
key strategies, mechanisms and processes to rapidly grow social movements. 
We will then discuss how these can be applied to the animal liberation 
movement.

Campaigns Report-Back/Next Steps & Evaluation
Sun 17:30 (90 mins) Earth First!
Feedback to the gathering & announcement of new plans or projects. Also a 
chance to evaluate how the gathering has been. (Main space)
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About the Spaces

Info space
A sheltered space in the Welcome Tent for putting all your inspiring leaflets, 
with info to share and actions to get involved in. In the past, people have 
written rants about what they see as the key current issues in our movement(s) 
and brought them along with enough copies to share – do feel free to do so if 
you’ve a burning issue on your mind, and there’ll be space for these too. Any 
pamphlets, how to guides and similar welcome too.

Well-being space
A safe and quiet place to get a bit of space from the busy energy of the 
gathering, an opportunity to rest and reflect and, if needed, have a confidential 
conversation about some of the emotional challenges of your activism. The 
well-being space will host a limited number of workshops and therapies (on 
magic hat basis). It’s a place focused on being rather than doing… for a short 
while at least!

EF! Cooks Collective
In keeping with the ethos of everyone is crew, we want and need to form a 
cooking collective made of people who know how to cook for large numbers, 
using the big pans and burners. Our movements need more people to learn 
cooking! Each breakfast, lunch and dinner will require an amount of volunteers 
and in return you will learn the details of the meal from planning to quantities.

Cafe
Veggies of Nottingham will be running a vegan tuck shop & cafe everyday 
offering all manner of hot drinks and fresh deliciousness including daily 
homemade cakes.

Kids’ Space
The kids’ space is operated by volunteers and kids food will be provided 
with vegan lunch and dinner for a £3 donation. If you would like to provide 
a workshop for kids, please let the programme collective know, or tell the 
welcome tent! There will be daily lunch-meetings for parents and children to 
come together, discuss child-specific issues and agree on a ‘kids group
gathering consensus’– on how to look after each other and how to treat
each other. Where are no-go areas and safe places to go? What would you
like this gathering (or the next) to be like? Parents, please come to at
least the first meeting.
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Creative Resistance: Art Space
The creative resistance space is where you can make visual material for actions 
and protests (like banners, masks, posters, stencils, prints etc.), to make protests 
more colourful, creative and clear during the dropin times. You are of course 
welcome to make protest props and visual stuff for your projects. There are 
other activities happening there too – see timetable for details.

Tripods
Alongside scheduled tripod building and erecting workshops, two pods will be 
there all day every day to be climbed and explored.

Climbing Space
Climbing workshops and dropin sessions will be running throughout the 
gathering from these trees. All kit provided! No experience necessary. See 
programme timetable for details.

Library
Veggies are bringing their political library, which will be in the café. Please treat 
with care and you are welcome to take a book to your tent if you write it down.

Bar
The bar will be selling local beer and cider, and the Old Tree brewery from 
Brighton will be providing fermented soft drinks. The bar will be open from 
7:30-11pm on Wednesday and Thursday and 7:30-12 pm on Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday. There should be no drinking on site before 7pm.

Entertainment
A variety of entertainment is scheduled after 8pm (see timetable), most in 
the main marquee, bar or around the fire pit. Power down will be at 11pm on 
Wednesday and Thursday, 12am on Friday and 1am on Saturday and Sunday. 
The volume will be reduced at 11pm. Please keep noise to a minimum after 
power down.

Bookshop
The bookshop with a wide variety of radical literature for sale, can be found in 
the welcome tent.

Cinema
Radical evening cinema space showing a wide variety of full length and short 
films. See board outside for details of films being shown. Films ranging from 
political information to poignant escapist entertainment! Sorry no popcorn!
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7:30   Weds

8:00 Breakfast

9:00 Morning Meeting

9:30 Introduction to EF! & the Gathering

Space 1 Space 2 Space 3

10:00-11:15 Camp Hygiene

11:30-13:00 How To Build Hands-
Free Hand-Washing 
Stations

13:00 Lunch

14:00-15:00 How To Put Up 
Marquees And Domes

15:15-17:15

17:30-19:00 Seeing beyond the 
crises: The role of 
speculative fiction

19:00 Evening Meal

20:00 Evening Entertainment

20:00 Open Mic/Live Music: Casey Tufnell

Night Time Programme

23:00 Power-down (all amplified sound & loud noise to have ended)
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Working Groups & Site Work Period

Space 4 Space 5 Space 6 Outdoors/Elsewhere

How To Set Up A 
Field Kitchen

Ecofeminism and 
Animal Liberation: A 
History of Theory and
Practice

Learn About Laying 
Out A Site

Intro to Sabotaging 
Hunting with Dogs

Simple Site Plumbing Green = Vegan & 
Vegan = Green

How to Start a ‘Save 
Movement’ Group

18:15 Speak Your 
Values: Being an 
Effective Animal Ally 
through Language

Who is Human-
Enough in 
Anthropocentric 
Culture? A Guide to 
Ahuman Activism

Wellbeing Space: 
Trauma Release 
Exercise

Evening Programme

 20:00 Cinema
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7:30   Thurs

8:00 Breakfast

9:00 Morning Meeting

9:30 Introduction to EF! & the Gathering

Space 1 Space 2 Space 3

10:00-11:15 Regional Meet-Ups & What Next

11:30-13:00 Burnout and 
Resilience – Village 
building at the end of 
the world

Setting up an Eco-Direct
Action group

Women’s self defence 
(for women and grrls – 
16 years old and above 
– only)

13:00 Lunch

14:00-15:00 Extreme Mining 
Threat: From Pacific 
Seabeds To Our 
Countryside

An introduction to re-
evaluation co-
counselling

Self defence for Queers 
(of all genders)

15:15-17:15 History, Origin and 
Development of the 
Kurdish Struggle

So you want to change 
the world, huh?

Learn field-massage for 
activist care and 
resilience

17:30-19:00 Beyond our Blockers Green capitalism Protectors guide to 
fracking in North 
Yorkshire - suitable for 
beginners and old hands

19:00 Evening Meal

20:00 Evening Entertainment

20:00 Open Mic

21:30 Live Music: Seize the Day

Night Time Programme

23:00 Power-down (all amplified sound & loud noise to have ended)
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Working Groups & Site Work Period

Space 4 Space 5 Space 6 Outdoors/Elsewhere

Everyday Anti-
Speciesism: The 
Liberation Pledge

Incite, Conspire, 
Inspire: Getting 
Active in Animal 
Liberation

How to stop charter 
flights and end 
deportations

Wellbeing Space: 
Trauma Release 
Exercise

Dirty Secrets of the 
Shooting Industry

Bender Building Total Liberation 
Workshop

Reclaim your Power 
and Cut the Cords 
that Bind

25 years since 
Twyford Down

Fox Hunts, Badgers, 
Wildlife Persecuting 
and What’s Going on
in the Cull Zones

Osho’s No 
Dimensions 
movement meditation

Evening Programme

 20:00 Cinema
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7:30   Fri

8:00 Breakfast

9:00 Morning Meeting

9:30 Introduction to EF! & the Gathering

Space 1 Space 2 Space 3

10:00-11:15 Campaigns Round-Up  (UK & International)

11:30-13:00 Diversity, Openness 
and Complexity: Tools
for Resilience

Anarchism and Animal 
Liberation

Activist self-defence 101
(non-macho)

13:00 Lunch

14:00-15:00 Consensus is the 
worst form of 
decision-making 
(except for all the 
others!)

Intro to Drax burning 
biomass and coal – Part 
1

Taming the Press

15:15-17:15 Liberating Life: The 
Kurdish Women’s 
Movement and 
Women All Around 
the World

Intro to Drax burning 
biomass and coal – Part 
2

Ecology and autonomy: 
An anarchist midwife’s 
view of birth

16:15 Land Rights

17:30-19:00 Co-operation & 
Consensus that works

Facing The Fracking 
Threat: Spreading 
Resistance

Blockading Training

19:00 Evening Meal

20:00 Evening Entertainment

20:00 Live Music/Performance: 3 Acres and a Cow

Night Time Programme

00:00 Power-down (all amplified sound & loud noise to have ended)
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Working Groups & Site Work Period

Space 4 Space 5 Space 6 Outdoors/Elsewhere

Self defence for 
young people – aged
12-16

AR Funding: Making 
Money From the 
System, to Fight 
Against the System

How to fix people – 
Part 1

Debunking Nuclear 
News-speak

Resisting Coal In 
Germon€y

• Overcoming Fences
• Wellbeing Space: 
Gentle Stretch & 
Kundalini Yoga Class

Sabbing the Badger 
Cull

Prisoner Support – 
Why and How

Hello Anarchism

Learning from the 
Past: Animal 
Liberation, Animal 
Rights and Vegan 
Outreach

Setting up an Eco-
Direct Action group

How to fix people – 
Part 2

• Foraging And Plant 
Identification
• Wellbeing Space: 
Yoga for Kids & 
Young People

Smashing Rigs and 
Bashing Fascists: In 
Defence of Violence?

Animal Liberation, 
Animal Rights and 
Vegan Activism: 
Mapping the Scene

Evening Programme

20:00 Cinema 20:00 Night 
navigation
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7:30   Sat

8:00 Breakfast

9:00 Morning Meeting

9:30 Introduction to EF! & the Gathering

Space 1 Space 2 Space 3

10:00-11:15 Regional Meet-Ups & What Next

11:30-13:00 Campaign Networking Sessions - Fracking, GM, Incineration, Coal, Toxic 
Prisons

13:00 Lunch

14:00-15:00 What’s happening 
with the Nukes?

Resisting the New Legal
Threats to Protest 
Movements

Ecology and the Kurdish
Freedom Movement

15:15-17:15 How to do allyship / 
solidarity activism?

Dealing with the Legal 
System

What will it take to finally
end coal?

17:30-19:00 Campaign Networking Sessions - Nuclear, Aviation, 
Bio-Energy, Roads

19:00 Evening Meal

20:00 Evening Entertainment

20:00 Live Music: Mobius Loop

21:00 Ceilidh

Night Time Programme

1:00 Power-down (all amplified sound & loud noise to have ended)
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Working Groups & Site Work Period

Space 4 Space 5 Space 6 Outdoors/Elsewhere

 Self defence for kids
- aged 7-12

Kitchen: Mass 
Catering Without 
Slop

Animal Liberation 
Forum 1: Collective 
Goals

How to close down a 
nuclear bomb factory

Zine Making Drop-in • Wellbeing Space: 
Red Tent

Animal Liberation 
Forum 2: Collective 
Vision

Ende Gelände 2018 Zine Collective

Animal Liberation 
Forum 3: Strategies

Internet security for 
activists

 Tripod Blockading • Wellbeing Space: 
Mediation Intro

Animal Liberation 
Forum 4: Aligning 
Strategies

Solar PV, 
renewables and the 
battle for the grid

Fighting Toxic 
Prisons

Evening Programme

20:00 Cinema 20:00 Not seen, not 
heard: Moving about 
in the dark without 
being detected
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7:30   Sun

8:00 Breakfast

9:00 Morning Meeting

9:30 Introduction to EF! & the Gathering

Space 1 Space 2 Space 3

10:00-11:15 Improving queer 
inclusion at EF! and 
beyond: Discussion 
session

Working with Conflict Communique -  a 
network for activists who
write 

11:30-13:00 Spycops & Latest On 
Pitchford Inquiry

Cooperative Economy in
Rojava

Frack Watch: Keeping 
Tabs On The Fracking 
Industry

13:00 Lunch

14:00-15:00 Organising the next EF! (winter moot & summer) gatherings

15:15-17:15 Build your own lock-
on!

Facilitated discussion on
EF! Culture & Strategy

Re-wilding

17:30-19:00 Campaigns Report-Back/Next Steps & Evaluation

19:00 Evening Meal

20:00 Evening Entertainment

20:00 Open Mic Night And Spontaneous Co-creation

22:00 DJ: Mettakin

Night Time Programme

1:00 Power-down (all amplified sound & loud noise to have ended)
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Working Groups & Site Work Period

Space 4 Space 5 Space 6 Outdoors/Elsewhere

Using the menstrual 
cycle to optimise 
your activism

Keeping the Lights 
On

Animal Liberation 
Stream 2018: 
Planning

• Wellbeing Space: 
Child, Young People 
& Parent Drama & 
Voice Workshop

Animal liberation and
wider social justice 
movements

Direct actions against
sensitive 
infrastructure

Accomplices Not 
Allies: Shared 
Reading

Growing Earth First! – local groups, web, publications and more • Wellbeing Space: 
Sustaining 
Resistance

Mass Mobilising the 
Animal Liberation 
Movement

Defense Against The
Dark Arts: 
Information Security 
for the Discerning 
Anarchist

SoilHack: The 
Politics of Soils

Animal Liberation 
Forum 4: Aligning 
Strategies

Solar PV, 
renewables and the 
battle for the grid

Prisoner Support – 
Why and How

Evening Programme
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Next Year’s Gathering: Get Involved
Earth First! needs you! These gatherings can be incredible, unique places. 
There is no set group of people that the make the EF! Winter Moot & Summer 
Gathering happen – it relies on volunteers coming together each year as a 
new organising collective and getting it done together. The more people get 
involved, the easier the task is and the better the gatherings are.

If you’re web savvy, into social media, graphic design, writing (and ranting), 
organising, meeting other people that are committed to radical ecological direct 
action or just want to try your hand at some of these things – get involved!

Don’t feel like you have the skills required? Don’t sweat it. This process 
is ABOUT gaining new skills and experiences – you’ll be provided with 
support and skillsharing sessions from those that organised the gathering 
this year. Making the Winter Moot & Summer Gathering happen is a serious 
undertaking, but it’s also incredibly rewarding. The sustainability of this 
movement relies on people who care stepping up and mucking in.

Come along to the ‘Organising the next EF! (Winter Moot & Summer) 
Gatherings’ session Sunday @ 2pm and save the date for the first organising 
meeting for 2018 – November 11-12, probably in London. If you can’t make that 
date, email summergathering@earthfirst.org.uk
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About the illustrations: 
Illustrations from: 
justseeds.org 
blackbirdtree.org.uk
patperry.net
reclaimthepower.org.uk 
and various anonymous sources. 
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